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Stars Over Bethlehem 


By Elsie Binns 


TARS over Bethlehem, what have you 
«J seen? 
Ruth of the faithful heart coming to glean, 


Stars over Bethlehem, what have you known? 
Dauntless young David watching alone. 


Stars over Bethlehem, what have you heard? 
Voices of angels bringing God’s word. 


Stars over Bethlehem, shining that night, 
Did you not wonder why one was so bright? 


He 
The Mercy of Trouble 


This trouble that is bearing down 
upon us today—have we realized that 
it may be an expression of God’s mercy 
toward us? And that if God should de- 
liver us from it at once he might not 
be as merciful as by letting the trouble 
remain? A writer quoted in the Kes- 
wick Calendar speaks a searching word 
in comment on David’s faith in God 
while he was “like a brokén vessel” 
and men were plotting to take his life: 
“But I trusted in thee, O Lord: I said, 
Thou art my God” (Psa. 31:14). Francis 
B. James comments: “Paul came to 
see that the very trouble from which 
he asked deliverance was itself part 
of the mercy of God. Not only did it 





save him from being exalted ove : 


it was the occasion of a new and cf - & 


ing experience of the presence and 
power of God.- ‘My grace is suffigient 
for thee: for My strength is mad@ per- 
fect- in weakness’ (2 Cor. 12:9). We 
shall still.be able to pray with per- 
fect frankness—to make known our 
requests, for ourselves and for others. 
And yet those who know the Father best 
have grown so sure of his love and wis- 
dom that even while they pray their 
hearts are saying still, with a deep joy 
and an untroubled peace, ra thy 


will be done !” a 
Closing the Year with Prayer 


In what better way can God’s peo- 
ple spend the closing hours of this tragic 
year than by meeting together for 
prayer? Men’s hearts are failing them 
for fear because of the brutal warfare 
raging in the Far East and in Europe 
and England, and because of economic 
unrest and distressing conditions in our 
own land. It is a time when we who are 
members of the Church of Christ should 
humble ourselves before God, confessing 
our sins, and seeking a fresh outpouring 


ae 








poster announcing Watch th 

on December 31, and a suggested pro- 
gram for the evening. Thése are de- 
scribed on page 1025 of thig issue. Many 
pastors will doubtless be glad to know) 
of this program and take advantage of; 
the League’s offer cf the poster, free of 
charge. Many signs seem to point to the 
near return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But: it may be that, because he is long- 
suffering and not willing that any should 
perish, he is still waiting in order that 
more may be added to the Church. And 
even as God’s people lift up their heads 
and look up, believing that their re- 
demption draweth nigh, they may still 
count upon his gracious promise: “If 
my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land” (2 Chron. 7:14). 


Fifty Years of Missionary Pioneering 


N A Chicago street corner (on 

McLean Avenue) is an attractive 

four-story building with the name 
of the Franson-Risberg Memorial. It is 
the headquarters of the Scandinavian 
Alliance Mission,. an organization of 
Swedish and Norwegian mission pio- 
neers in the United States. Fredrik 
Franson, the founder, was a Nebraska 
immigrant boy who, on his conversion, 
got in touch with Mr. Moody and later 
traveled over America and Europe, 
evangelizing everywhere. In the early 
nineties he enlisted scores of conse- 
crated young Scandinavians for the for- 
eign field, his test being an experience 
of saving grace and an inner call of 
the Spirit. His last days were spent in 





This editorial reviews “Fifty Wonderful 
Years,’”” compiled a..d edited by Dr. O. C. 
Grauer, D.D. (Scam ‘navian Alliance Mission, 
2839 McLean Ave., Chicago, $1.) 


the mountains of Colorado, praying for 
the world’s evangelization. 

It was a plant of Christ’s planting, and 
now it has turned its fiftieth year. Its 
income has steadily climbed skyward, 
—from $18,788 in 1890 to $176,995 in 
1939. Its expansion has been wide and 
far over the three great mission conti- 
nents. 

In 1901 a young man working in a 
machine shop in Racine, Wis., was rest- 
ing in the noon hour and meditating 
on Christ, when his eyes fell on a paper. 
As he read it these words seemed to 
stare at him, “Will you go to South 
America with the Gospel?” He con- 
tinued to repeat it for days until finally 
he cried out, “Here am I: send me.” 
Thomas Bach visited various South 
American republics, sometimes so de- 
pleted in funds that he had to work 
in machine shops to earn enough to con- 
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tinue his reconnaissance. Finally Vene- 
zuela impressed him as the region where 
the Lord wanted him to labor. For 
twenty-five years he toiled in unhealthy 
Maracaibo. When he first arrived there, 
with fellow workers,.it was predicted 
that they would return to the United 
States on the first boat. He was greeted 
with showers of stones, — priest-incited. 
“When a person decides for Christ here,” 
said Mr. Bostrom, “his mother weeps, 
his brothers ridicule him, urchins on the 
streets fling stinging names at him, and 
the priest condemns him for time and 
eternity.” at 

Yet after a quartexy’ century they re- 
ported ten org churches, most be- 
ing self-sup ing, andrifwith native 
pastors. They ‘quoted the Spanish 
proverbs: 
:. Truth floats above all lies as oil on water. 

The dog barks but the caravan moves on. 


In Swaziland beginnings were made 
under a big fig tree where half-naked 
Negroes, men and women, sat on the 
ground and gossiped while the mission- 
aries tried to interpret to them God's 
Word. In two decades there were two 
thousand converts, clean: inside and out, 
free men in Christ. Here evangelistic 
bands of women, called Umanyano, are 
active, going through the kraals with 
the Glad Tidings, praying with the sick, 
and bringing light and comfort to many. 
They have a worthy exemplar in Miss 
Malla Moe, an indefatigable apostle to 
the Swazis, covering both Swazi and 
Zululand, and even Mashonaland, on 
foot .or by oxen. In her later years 
friends provided her with a wagon home, 
drawn by donkeys. With this she and 
her helpers go everywhere, spreading 
the Gospel. These Swedish-American 
missionaries carry ef a remarkable Bible 
correspondence ‘course all \over South 
Africa where Zulu is spoken.| Hundreds 
of young people have taken |this course 
and multitudes, otherwise unable to get 
teaching, are reached. Thus African 
pastors and evangelists, who are working 
with native sects without European 
supervision, are eager to get the train- 
ing thus made available. The textbook 
is Keith Brooks’ “Young Believers Bible 
Work,” 1 translated into Zulu. 

In China Miss Mary Anderson has 
duplicated the work of Malla Moe in 
South Africa. For thirty-four years she 
.evangelized on foot in the mountains of 
China. In Boxer days she was forced 
to flee disguised as an eld man. During 
this terrible time four Swedish mis- 
sionaries in faraway Mongolia were 
taken to a lonely place by Mongols. 
There they were killed and their heads 
cut off and preserved in salt, to be 
taken to Peking for the reward offered 
by the Chinese government. Mr. Fried- 
strom fled to Urga. A sandstorm provi- 


(Continued on page 1024) 





1 American Prophetic League, Inc., 4747 
Townsend Ave., Los Angeles, Calif., 25 cents. 
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Notes on Open Letters 














What God Do the 
Jews Worship Today? 


I think that I read a statement in Tue 
Sunpay ScHoo. Trmes to the effect that: the 
God of the present day Jew is not the God 
of the Christian, since our God is the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 
is true on the same basis that our God 
is not the samme God that the Mohamme- 
dan _ worships. 


If I am correct in my thought. that an 
article along this line appeared in your 
publication, will you send me the issue in 
which it appeared. I recently made this 
statement to a friend, namely, that since 
the Jew is not worshiping. the God of the 
Old Testament, whois the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, he is not 
worshiping. the  Christian’s God, She 
thinks that the Jew is worshiping the God 
of the Old Testament and therefore is 
worshiping the same God as the Christian. 

If I could show her the article in your 
magazine, she would be convinced, and 
since she is interested in talking to Jews, 
she wishes to see the article—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 


The God of the Old Testament and 
the God of the Christians, who is the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, is the only God there is. - The 
God of believing Israel in-the Old Tes- 
tament, and the God: of the Christians 
of the New Testament and of today, is 
one and the same God. And there is 
no other. So God. declared through 
Isaiah: - “There is no God else beside 
me; a just God and a Saviour; there is 
none beside me. Look unto me, and be 
ye ‘saved, all the ends of the earth: for 
I am God, and there is none else” (Isa. 
45:21, 22). 


One of the most valuable studies of 
the Jew in e light of Scripture is 
Dr. Wiliam eine little book, 
“Israel — Jeho s Covenant People” 
(Fundamental Truth Publishers, Find- 
lay, Ohio, 25 cents). The Editor does 
not know of any recent article in Tue 
Sunpay Scnoot Trmes of the sort about 
which the Pennsylvania reader inquires, 
and he has asked Dr. Pettingill to an- 
swer this interesting question for the 
Times Family.. Dr. Pettingill’s reply 
follows: 


The real question involved in your 
correspondent’s letter is not whether the 
God the Jews worship is the God of 





Next Week 


The Bible tells us that God cre- 
ates evil. A reader writes: = 
know that God allows men to choose 
to do evil, but how can God create 
évil?” Do you know the answer? 
It will be given in this department ° 
in next week’s issue. 
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-*the Christian, but whether the Jews 


worship any God at all. 
Doubtless the God the Jew has in 


‘mind is the God of Abraham, and of 


Isaac, and of Jacob; and this is the same 
as the .God. and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.. But to have him in mind 


_ is not to worship him. 


Worship must begin with faith. The 
worshiper must believe not only that 


“God is, but that God speaks the truth. 


The Old Testament Scriptures, which 
the Jew professes to accept as the Word 
of God, give abundant testimony con- 
cerning the Messiah, predicting that he 
should be born of a virgin of the house 
of David the son of Jesse, of the tribe 


‘of Judah; that he should be born in 


Bethlehem and brought up in Nazareth; 
that he should be called Emmanuel, or 
God with us; that he should be the Son 
of God incarnate in human flesh; that 
he should die for man’s sins and be 
raised from the dead for man’s justifica- 
tion. 

And all this was fulfilled in Jesus of 
Nazareth. But the Jew denies it. He 
closes his eyes to the conclusive testi- 
mony of those writings which he pro- 
fesses to receive as the oracles of God. 

How then can the Jew worship God? 
Let our Lord Jesus himself answer. Let 
us remember that he was speaking to 


(Continued on page 1023) 








Will Blood Sacrifices Be 
Required in the Millennium? 

















RE the unfulfilled prophecies about. 


the Millennium to be believed liter- 
ally — are they to be literally fulfilled? 
Those who deny that they are find a 
favorite point of attack in Ezekiel’s de- 
tailed prophecy of a rebuilt temple in 
the land of Israel, with its priests and 
animal blood sacrifices, after Israel has 
turned to Christ as her Messiah and has 
been restored to the Land, and Christ 
is reigning over Israel and the world. 
Whether God will really require 
blood sacrifices during the Kingdom 
Age on earth has been called “a most 
excruciating problem” by a well-known 
Bible teacher. Is there a reasonable and 
Scriptural solution? ‘Dr. Graham Gil- 
mer, a well-known pastor in Lynchburg, 
Va., whose writings have often enriched 
these columns, has made a fresh and 
original study of this difficult problem, 
and Tue Sunpay ScHoo, Trmes welcomes 


‘the pxivilege of giving it to its readers. 


His study is a challenging one. Con- 
servative, fundamental, premillennial 
Bible teachers will doubtless hold differ- 
ent views of Dr. Gilmer’s interesting 
argument; some will accept his conclu- 
sions, some may not. They all admit 
the difficulty of the question. This un- 
usual article will be! published next 
week in Tue Sunpay ScHoo, Times. 
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‘Modernism Contrasted with Christianity“... 


Seven cardinal points of doctrine on which men have been led astray 










TEN, MAm 


By T. Stanley Soltau 











of both the press and the pulpit 

in many places as to what Chris- 
tianity and the Gospel are. There is, 
moreover, such a fundamental differ- 
ence between the historic faith and the 
so-called modern interpretation of the 
Gospel, and this difference is so far- 
reaching, that when the two are com- 
pared the latter is seen to constitute 
“another gospel.” 

In order to make the difference plain, 
the two opposing views are here grouped 
under seven of the cardinal points of 
faith and doctrine in such a way that 
they may be easily compared. 


Mi: are confused by the teachings 


I. Two Views or SIN 
Historic Christianity.—Sin, in its es- 
sence, is'rebellion against God and dis- 
obedience to his laws (Acts 17:30, 31). 
It has brought about the ruin of the 


‘ world (Rom. 3:9, 10, 19, 20; 4:12), and 


has permeated every part of society 
and every phase of the individual’s per- 
sonality (Rom. 1:28; 7:18; Eph. 2:1-3; 
Col. 1:21), rendering man incapable in 
himself of knowing God or of fulfilling 
his will (John 14:6; Eph. 2:12). 
Modernism.—Sin is the result of man’s 
failure to live up to his full capacities 
and possibilities, through either igno- 


’ yance or indifference. As he develops, 


however, he will learn to throw off 
sin’s yoke. Sin is largely the product 
of environment, and therefore there is 
but little moral responsibility attached. 


Il. Two Ways oF SALVATION 


Historic Christianity—Salvation can 
be obtained, not as the result of human 
efforts but solely through divine grace 
(Eph. 2:8, 9; Gal. 2:16; Titus 3:5). God 
has provided a way (Eph. 2:6-10; Titus 
3:6, 7) by which man can be saved from 
the penalty (John 3:16; Rom. 6:23; Col. 
2:14, 15), the power (Col. 1:13; Gal. 2: 
20; 5:16), and finally, from the presence 
of sin (1 John 3:2; Phil. 3:21; Jude 24). 
This way is through faith in Jesus Christ 
and in his redeeming work (Eph. 1:7; 
Col. 1:13, 14; Rev. 1:5). 

Modernism.—Salvation can be ob- 
tained through human effort and through 
man’s good character. If a man lives 
according to the Golden Rule and does 
the best he can, a merciful God cannot 
but overlook his mistakes and honor 
his intentions and, if there is a here- 
after, he will have nothing to fear. 


III. Two INTERPRETATIONS OF THE CROSS 


Historic Christianity—The death of 
Jesus Christ on the cross was part of 


God’s predetermined plan (Gal. 4:3-5; 
Eph. 1:4, 5), whereby his Son became a 
propitiation for sin (1 John 2:2; 4:10; 
Rom. 3:24), and paid with his own life 
the penalty which the justice of God 
demands from all sinners—death (2 
Cor. 5:18, 19, 21; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:15). Only 
as this is recognized. and gratefully ac- 
cepted can man receive pardon for all 
his shortcomings and be reconciled to 
God (John 3:18; Acts 4:12). 
Modernism.—The death of Jesus may 
be variously interpreted as one of ‘the 
great tragedies of history, whereby one 
of the world’s greatest characters, a man 
who lived far in advance of his time, was 
wrongfully done to death. It may also 
be regarded as a revelation or manifes- 





Modernism and Bible Christianity 
are not two different expressions 
of the same thing, but eternally 
opposed and irreconcilable positions. 

Some Modernists are intelligent 
enough and honest enough to see 
this and say it. The Christian Cen- 
tury, of Chicago, is a weekly jour- 
nal of extreme Modernism, and 
back in 1924 it published a signifi- 
cant editorial entitled, “Fundamen- 
talism and Modernism: Two Re- 
ligions.” With utter frankness and 
accuracy it said: 


“There is a clash here as pro- 
found and as grim as, that between 
Christianity and@f~ Confucianism. 
Amiable words cannot hide the 
differences. ‘Blest be the tie’ may 
be sung until doomsday, but it can- 
not bind these two worlds together. 

The God of the Fundamentalist is 
one God; the God of the Modernist 
is another. The Christ of the Fun- 
damentalist is one Christ, the Christ 
of Modernism another. The Bible 
of Fundamentalism is one Bible; the 
Bible of Modernism is another.” 


Those words are true with a sin- 
ister, deadly meaning of which 
their writer was unconscious. Mr. 
Soltau, for many years a mission- 
ary in Korea, has seen clearly the 
deadly differences between Mod- 
ernism and Christianity in mission 
fields and homelands, and he has 
seen the destruction wrought by 
Modernism. His study of the two 
opposed systems is a Vital contri- 
bution to true Christian thinking 
and living. 











tation, for the benefit of mankind, of 
God’s great love toward humanity, ‘of 
the power of moral integrity, or the 
wickedness of the human heart when 
aroused, or of the bitterness of un- 
bridled sin, 


IV. Two Estmates or Jesus CHRIst 


Historic Christianity—Jesus Christ 
was the eternal Son of God, pre-existent 
and only-begotten (John 1:1, 2; 8:58; 
Rev. 1:17); he entered the world through 
a supernatural event, the Virgin Birth 
(Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:20), and dwelt as 
God among men. He revealed, not only 
God’s holiness and love (Matt. 1:23; 
John 14:9) and the possibilities of a 
life wholly yielded to God (John 4:34), 
but he died as God, in order to make 
it possible for men to be saved from 
their sins and to be made over into his 
own glorious image (2 Cor. 5:17, 21; 
Gal, 4:19). 

Modernism.—Jesus was a good man, 
probably the best that ever lived. He 
gave us a beautiful example of how we 
should and can live if we try sufficiently 
hard. However, though exemplary and 
probably sinless, his life and outlook 
were limited by his being the product 
of his own day. Much of his teaching 
therefore is no longer of practical worth 
and still less is it of binding authority 
on us now. 


V. Two Artrirupes oF FaitH IN C&RIST 


Historic Christianity—The act of be- 
lieving on Christ is a definite personal 
transaction between the sinner and the 
Lord Jesus (Rom. 5:1), whereby the 
sinner, acknowledging his own helpless- 
ness, in humble gratitude accepts (1 
John 5:12, 13) the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ in his place and thereby receives 
the divine life of God into his own soul 
(John 3:5, 6; Rom. 6:4; 14; 12:2); he 
begins to live a new life (Rom. 8:2, 5, 9), 
11; 1 Cor. 12:11) in the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Gal. 3:5; 5:16, 25; 1 John 
3:24), in which Jesus Christ is recog- 
nized and honored as the Lord of, his 
life (Gal. 2:20). 

Modernism.—Faith in Jésus is anh ac- 
ceptance of the “principles and teachings 
of Jesus” as the world’s best code’ of 
morals up to date and asa standard 
by which those who call themselves his 
disciples seek to govern their lives and 
to live accordingly. 


VI. Two Views or SCRIPTURE 


Historic Christianity—The body ‘of 
Scripture contained in the Old and New 
Testaments is the infallible and authori- 
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tative revelation from God to man = (2 
Tim, 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21), in which God 
reveals himself (Matt. 11:27; John 14:9; 
Rom. 1:17), ‘his requirements from all 
* men (Mic. 6:8; Rom. 1:16, 17; 1 Pet, 1: 
15, 16), and the only way. in which 
these requirements ean be met, namely, 
through faith in Jesus Christ as the 
sole way of salvation and redemption 
(2 Tim. 3:15; John 14:6). 

Modernism.—The Bible is a collection 
of writings which represent man’s best 
efforts and strivings after God. Much 
in them is out of date and useless to 
us; ‘if not positively harmful The in- 
telligent man, therefore, culls from them 
those ideas which he finds helpful and 
of practical value today and endeavors 
to apply them to his life as opportunity 
offers, 

VII. Two Furure Hopes 

Historic. -Christianity—The hope of 
the: world lies in the coming again of 
Jesus Christ. as Lord of the universe, 
to bring to a consummation his redeem- 
ing. work (1. Cor. 15:51-54) in the com- 
plete salvation of all his people (Phil. 
3:20, 21; 1 Thess. 4:15-17; 1 John 3:2; 1 
Thess, 5:23) and the final destruction of 
all. sin (Rev. 20:10, 13, 14). At that 
day every man shall be judged. before 
God and pass to his eternal destiny 
(Rev. 20:11-15; 22:4, 5, 12; 21:7; Rom. 
14:12). 

Modernism.—The hope of the world 
lies in the gradual evolution of the hu- 
man race and the betterment of world 
conditions. as men increasingly come to 
realize the necessity of putting into 
practice, in all phases of life, the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. The question of 
the immortality of the soul and of the 
existence of Heaven and hell are things 
which we cannot know with certainty 
now, but all who do their. best should 
face the future with calmness and trust 
for the best, both for themselves and 
for their friends. 


In presenting these two views in this 
brief way it is realized that of necessity 
mich has been omitted. It should be 
borne in mind also that the modernistic 
view of Christianity is essentially a vari- 
able one, which has no fixed standards 
and becomes almost entirely a matter 
of personal opinion for each individual. 

In regard to the historic view it should 
be remembered that its origin is in the 
‘Scriptures themselves, the authoritative 
Word of God. If the authority of this 
revelation is denied, at once the ground 
and certainty of our faith is gone, for 
not God’s revelation but the private 
opinion of sinful man’s intelligence be- 
comes the norm or standard of decision 
as to what can and should be believed. 

The same ‘thing applies to-each of the 
seven points mentioned above; they all, 
more or less, stand or fall together. If 
the Scriptural doctrine of sin is denied, 
the necessity for the death of the Son 
of God immediately falls with it, for 
sin in itself becomes neither an insuper- 
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able barrier in the way to God, nor that ~ 


which has corrupted the whole nature 


of man and -has thereby ,rendered him 


“dead” and Helpless, 

If the death of the Lord becomes .un- 
necessary, the supernatural elements in 
his person, life, and resurrection are 


all “of no great importance, and with ~ 


them his Deity becomes a question 
which may be admitted or denied as one 
sees fit. In this connéction Romans 3: 
25; .26 shows: the absolute necessity <for 
the :death of; Jesus Christ: in order to 
vindicate and uphold the character and 


the justice of Ged. There was no other 


way whereby “he might be just, and 
the justifier” at the same time of sinners 
who had broken his holy laws. 
the death of the Lord Jesus was neces- 
sary to show “his’ [God's] righteousness 
because of the passing over of the sins 
done - aforetimé,’ in the forbearance of 
God” (Rom: 8:25, R..V.): The edvenant 
of the law required heavy penalties for 
sins» “The«souk that sinneth, it’ shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:4). But God, in his 
mercy, had spared Israel from the pen- 
alties which were due them. He had 
accepted the animal sacrifices as a tem- 
porary measure, looking forward to the 
Great Sacrifice that was to come. ‘The 
Lord’s words, “Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law, or the prophets: I 
am not come to destroy,’ but to fulfil” 
(Matt. 5:17), mean that the purpose of 
his coming was mot merely to keep the 





Gifts for the King 
By John R. Martin 


HAT have I in my hand to bring 
as a Christmas offering to my 
King? : 

My .GOLD?. Yes, that-is an easy 
thing to give, for I have some by which 
I live. The amount seems small (or 
my needs heve*#rown), but I'll give 
Him a part— the rest is my own. My 
TIME? Yes, I'll certainly give Him a 
share. Not much, to be sure, but all 
I can spare from the hurry-of business 
and the pleasures I seek; but I'll try 
to give Him a few hours each week. 
My THOUGHTS? Yes, surely I must 
give some place for my mind to dwell 
on His bountiful grace. But there’s so 
much to think of, the world and its 
things, that I often forget Him who is 
King of. kings. 

But my gifts seem so meager, when I 
think that He gave his life on the 
cross, my own soul to save. Can I give 
Him a part, keeping most for myself, 
when all comes from Him —time, tal- 
ents, and wealth? 

No, I'll give Thee myself, my Lord 
and my King; for nothing at all in my 
hand can I bring. My gold, my time, 
my thoughts all are thine, and none of 
these things will I claim as mine. Take 
all that I am, and: use me, O Lord, to 
spread the great message contained in 
Thy Word. Not “things” will I give, 
not a part,, but the whole; use all to 
-Thy glory — mind, body, and ‘soul. 

“For whosoevér will save his lif> abel 
lose it; and whosoever will } se his 1 
for my sake shall find it” (Matt. 16:25): 
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“law himself asa perfect Example, but 
was also to pay the cost of the cen- 
turies irae law on the part of 
e shed blood of the countless 
apimals slain, and offered up in the 
courts of: the Tabernacle and Temple 
had not been able to cleanse the con- 
seiences of the offerers (Heb. 9:13, 14; 
10:2), and were only temporary expedi- 
ents pointing. forward to the Perfect 
Sacrifice to be made “once for all,” 
without which they would have been 
complete. « The Lord’s death repre- 
sérited the paymént in full for the 
ibtdken law on the’ part of Israel. Only 
after the law had been thus “fulfilled” ~» 
could .the:way be opened for the fulfill- 
ment of the glorious messages of the 
prophets with their: promises of redemp- 
Aion and restoration, 

Upon the Person of the Lord depends 
the whole interpretation of the cross. 
If he were not the eternal Son of God 
—God-Man, the doctrine of his death 
in the place of sinners is rightfully 
criticized as a miscarriage of justice and 
a travesty. No man can justly die 
in the place of a-sinner, still less could 
one innocent man die in the place of 
a@,,great many guilty ones. . H.is ‘God 
himself, suffering as God, to satisfy the 
claims of his own just laws, who alone 
can justly take the place of sinners and 
can himself pay the penalties which 
otherwise must rest on them. 

If then the cross is not God’s gracious 
provision for sinful man whereby he 
may obtain pardon for his sins, a new 
nature, and eternal life, but is regarded 
as the tragic death of a good man who 
lived before his time, then the only 
means of salvation is character and good 
works. The whole hope of the human 
race is thus reduced to the final achieve- 
ments of evolution and what it may hold 
out in the hidden mists of a far distant 
future. There is absolutely no assur- 
ance of the final triumph of good over 
evil and the destruction of the latter 
throughout the world; the destiny of the 
individual soul becomes a matter of still 
greater ‘uncertainty and pure conjec- 
ture. 

The historic faith of the Church, as 
contained in the Scriptures, is clear, 
logical, and guaranteed by the character 
and purposes of God himself. There 
alone are to be found assurance and 
certainty in these days of world-wide 
uncertainty and upheaval, and therein 
alone is to be found the hope of the 
Church and of the human race. 

EVANSTON, ILL. 
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CurisTIAN YoutH is THE SwuNDay 
ScuHoot Times paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for ten weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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Scripture Recognition 
Young People and Adults 

Who made the following statements: 

1. “Blessed are those servants, whom 
the Lord when he cometh shall 
find watching.” ' 

2. “That thou mightest know the cer- 
tainty of those things, wherein 
thou hast been instructed.” 

3. “And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God 
and man.” X 

4. “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy 
of repentance.” 

5. “Thou art my_beloved: Son; 
I am well pleased.” 

6. “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer 
is heard.” 

7. “For every tree is known by his own 
fruit.” 

_ 8 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poer.” 

9. “As ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also to them like- 
wise.” 

10. “For he loveth our nation, and he 
hath built us a synagogue.” 

11. “For I also am a man set under 
authority, having under me ceo 
diers.” 

12. “We forbad him, because he follow- 
eth not with us.” 

13. “Master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 

14. “Take care of him; and whatsoever 
thou spendest more, when I come 
again, I will repay thee.” 

15. “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

16. “I bring you good tidings of great 
joy.” 

17. “Let us now go even unto Bethle- 
hem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us.” 


in thee 


ANSWERS — IN LUKE 


. Lord Jesus (12:37). 

. Luke (1:4). 

. Luke (2:52). 

John the Baptist (3:8). 
God the Father (3:22). 
Angel (1:13). 

Lord Jesus (6:44). 

. Esaias (Isaiah) (4:18). 
. Lord Jesus (6:31). 

10. Elders of the Jews (7:5). 
11. Centurion (7:8). 

12. John (9:49). 

13. Lawyer (10:25). 

14. Samaritan (10:35). 

15. Disciple (11:1). 

16. Angel (2:10). 

17. Shepherds (2:15). 


OE AA Pwr 


Completion 
Juniors and Intermediates 
Fill. in each blank space with the word 
that best completes the meaning of the 
sentence. 

1. The parents of the Lord Jesus found 
him in the with the doc- 
tors, hearing them and 
them 

2. Some people thought John the Bap- 
tist might be the 

3. When in the synagogue on the Sab- 
-bath, the Lord Jesus read from 
ithe book: of 

4.:The centurion nidead for the 
of his 

5: Luke wrote his Gospel to to 
tell of all the Lord Jesus did and 





























6. Christ taught that every tree is 
known by its 

7. The people of Nazareth wanted the 
Lord Jesus to do in their town 
what he had done in 

8: The Lord Jesus gave a parable show- 
ing attitudes people take 
toward the Gospel message. 

9. People in.a village refused to 
receive the Lord Jésus because he 
was on hig way to 

10. The Samaritan was a 
one who fell among 

11. The disciples asked the Lord Jesus 
to teach them as 

taught his disciples. 

12. The Lord Jesus toid his followers a 
story of a man asking 
for a friend visiting him. 

13. The Heavenly Father is more willing 
to give the to those 
who ask than parents are to give 




















to the 



































good to their children. 
14. Mary about the things told 
her by the 


15. The Lord Jesus urged his followers 
to , for they would not know 
when he would return. 





ANSWERS —IN LUKE 


. Temple, asking, questions (2:46). 
. Christ (3:15). 

Esaias (Isaiah) (4:17). 

Healing, servant (7:3). 
Theophilus, taught (1:3; Acts 1:1). 
. Fruit (6:44). 

Capernaum (4:23). 

. Four (8:11-15). 

Samaritan, Jerusalem (9:52, 53). 
10. Neighbor, thieves (10:33, 36). 

11. To pray, John (11:1). 

12. Three loaves (11:5). 

13. Holy Spirit, gifts (11:13). 

14. Wondered, shepherds (2:19). 

15. Watch (12:37). 
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_ 4 Did the centurion 
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Multiple Choice 
‘Juniors and Intermediates 
Underscore the phrase in the pa- 
rentheses that best completes the mean- 
ing of the sentence. 


1. The people of Nazareth (gladly ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus, thrust -him 
out of the city, ignored his teach- 
ings). 

2. Jewish elders thought well of a cen- 
turion because (he was a Roman 
citizen, he followed Christ, he had 
built them a synagogue). 

3. The Lord Jesus taught that great 
blessings mean (opportunity for 
accumulating wealth, increased re- 
sponsibility, a life of ease). 

4. Luke wrote his Gospel to (Timo- 
theus, Theophilus, Onesimus).- 

5. The doctors who talked with the 
Lord Jesus in the Temple (re- 
fused to listen to him, rebuked 
him, were astonished). 

6. The most important part of John 
the Baptist’s message concerned 
(Abraham’s children, repentance, 
contentment). 

7. If we desire to be forgiven we shoyld 
(pray a long time, forgive those 
wronging us, give alms). 

8. The parable of the sower was ex- 
plained to (multitudes, disciples, 
no one). 

9. James and John suggested ‘that (fire 
from Heaven be called down, the 
Samaritans be forgiven, the mul- 
titudes be fed). 

10. A wounded man on the way to Jeri- 
cho was aided by a (Levite, priest, 
Samaritan). 

11. The disciples asked the Lord Jesus 
to teach them (to baptize, to pray, 
to preach). 

12. The message of Christ’s birth was 
first told to (scribes, priests, shep- 


herds). 
ANSWERS —IN LUKE 
1. 4:29. 7. 11:4. 
2. 7:4, 5. 8. 8:9, 10. 
3. 12:48 9. 9:54. 
4. 1:3. 10. 10:33. 
5. 2:47, 11. 11:1. 
6. 3:8 12. 2:8, 13, 14. 
Yes or No 


Juniors and Intermediates 


Answer each question with “yes” or 
“no.” 

1. Did the Lord Jesus visit the Temple 
in Jerusalem before he was 
grown? 

2. Did some people wonder if John the 
Baptist might be the Christ? 

3. Was Zacharias the father of John 
the Baptist? 

insist that the 
Lord Jesus come into his house 
before healing the former’s serv- 
ant? 

(Continued on page 1026) 
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14 HE Word in every tongue” is 
the goal of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency. Its school “at Camp 

Wycliffe, Ark., is training young p 

in philology and methods of tr t- 

ing. The Pioneer News reports the fol- 

lowing concerning those who have taken 
the course: 

William Sedat went to the Kekchi 
tribe of Guatemala in the fall of 1936, 
and, after spending a year and a half 
studying the language, was able to pub- 
lish the Gospel of John and twenty-six 
hymns in that tongue. “I have a ready 
command of the language to speak... 
but find the language is very‘ compli- 
cated.” E. F. Sywulka has worked with 
Mr. Peck of the Presbyterian Mission 
on the New Testament in the Mam 
dialect (Guatemala). 


John T. Dale has published John’s 
Gospel in Nahautl, the language of the 
Aztecs, and is teaching the Bible to 
Aztecos in their own tongue. Stanley 
Ford has settled among the Chinantecas; 
Miss Kiemele and Miss Spotts among 
the Mazahuas, and have found a group 
of twenty-five Christians, led by a con- 
verted Mazahua, eager to co-operate in 
translation. Miss Hansen and Miss Pike 
have translated goodly portions of the 
New Testament into Mazateca and are 
holding forth the Word of Life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brainerd Legters have 
completed the first draft of a transla- 
tion of John’s Gospel into Maya. Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Miller are with the 
Mixe Indians, toiling to reduce the lan- 
guage to written form. Mr. and Mrs. 
Pike are among the Mixtecos, Mr. 
Richard McKinney has_ tackled the 
Otomi tribe, 200,000 Indians of a most 
degraded type. He has translated John 
into Otomi and is now working on 
Luke. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Lathrop are at 
work translating into Tarascan, also an 
unwritten tongue. In this they have 
the co-operation of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment which assists financially in‘ a 
small way. They have finished Luke. 
A Government school at Parecho teaches 
young people to read and write, and these 
are sent out to teach others. Mr. Lem- 
ley is working at Tlanpeco translation; 
Mr. Aschmann at Totonaco; Mr. Bent- 
ley among the Tseltals; the Misses 
Douglas and Davis among the Tzotzils; 
Mr. Zeal among the Zapatecs; and. Mr. 
Wonderly among the Chol and Zoque 
tribes. All are Wycliffe-trained and en- 
gaged in both translation and evangel- 
ization. (The office of the Pioneer Mis- 


sion. Agency is at 506 Commonwéalth 
Building, isos: Chestnut St., Philadel- 
phia)) C 


Pioneering among Jungle Folk.—R. A. 
Jaffray of the Christian Alliance Mis- 
sion in the East ‘Indies archipelago be- 
lieves that “the Lord has sent us to 


these islands of the South Seas pri- . 


marily to reach primitive pagan jungle 
people in the interior of the large 
islands and, to a less extent, among the 
smaller ones.” The four races already 
reached are the Dyaks of Borneo, the 
Kooboos of Sumatra, the Sakai of Brit- 
ish Malaya, and the Papuans of the Neth- 
erlands New Guinea. Through the wit- 
ness of native believers the Gospel has 
spread over Borneo from Dutch Sesajap 





The Native Richness 


of Paléstinian Soil 


The Palestine Review speaks of 
the restoration of salt lands near the 
Dead Sea.. They contained 17 per 
cent of salt minerals; and experts 
declared that nothing could grow 
upon them; but there was abundant 
water and the soil was washed down, 
or “rinsed,” several times and then 
planted. The returns were aston- 
ishing, Clover was harvested three 
times in three months, alfalfa four- 
teen times in ten months, The 
explanation? ~The soil has, beside 
its salt, a 35 per cent lime content. 
“The wilderness of the Dead Sea, 
with water plentiful, may yet be 
twice and thrice blessed and sustain 
settlements of many workers.” 























to British Sarawak. For example, Mr. 
Mickelson, traveling in the interior, 
suddenly came upon a company of sev- 
eral hundred Dyaks who were lovers 
of the Lord, singing Gospel hymns, This 
was the result of the testimony of a 
single Dyak, converted at a mission sta- 
tion far away. ‘They had given up idol- 
atry,; drunkenness, and immorality, and 
were true believers.’ “This shows how 
God is willing ‘in’ these last days to 
work by his Holy Spirit among the 
jungle people of the remote places of 
earth.” The missionaries among the 
Dyaks are largely Chinese Christians. 
So among the Kooboos of Southern 
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By. Ernest Gordon 


wail 








Sumatra, “where some five hundred of 
these most degraded people on earth 
have turned to Christ. Now the totally 
neglected island of Miscol is being 
pioneered. Here black magic and all 
forms of hypnotism and _ witchcraft 
abound in connection with Mohamme- 
danism, and there is a terrible atmos- 
phere of immorality. 


“Can Christianity Survive?” — The 
Federal Council of Churches is circulat- 
ing a pamphlet by Stanley High en- 
titled, “Watchman, What of the Night? 
Can Christianity Survive?” It is a 
compilation of Nazi antichristian fa- 
naticisms from the writings of Alfred 
Rosenberg, Ludendorff, and others. Much 
of it is old material. For some of it 
one can easily find parallels in the lit- 
erature of liberal-theology seminaries. 
Thus on page 6 are words that could 
well be taken from the writings of 
Harry Emerson Fosdick of Union: “A 
religion which bases its very existence 
on. revealed fact totters on its founda- 
tions when its facts become no more 
than legends. The facts of atoning 
death, assumption [that is, ascension], 
resurrection; in which the sixteenth cen- 
tury childishly believed, can no longer 
be taught as historical fact.” - That -is 
in Dr. Fosdick’s best style. 

“Jehovah has lost all meaning for us 
Germans,” is a general sentiment among 
American Modernist theologians. “The 
hideous legend of Isaac” is the descrip- 
tion of the lovely story of Isaac’s ex- 
perience on Moriah. In Modernist lit- 
erature the same narrative is put on a 
level with the child sacrifices of Baal- 
ism. Even the revolting words used 
(in the Nazi writings) of the Virgin 
Birth find implied similarities in the 
teaching of those who deny Christ's 
miraculous origin. 

Commenting on the newly published 
and atrociously “purged” “People’s Tes- 
tament” of the “German Christians” the 
Junge Kirche of April 6, 1940, declared, 
“All versions of the nativity are simply 
legendary and should be suppressed.” 
(Compare Fosdick again.) “The ac- 
count of the empty tomb has been 
omitted.” (Compare Fosdick.) “Evil 
spirits are no longer cast out in this 
Testament: That is mere superstition.” 
(Compare Fosdick.) “Sinners are no 
longer saved.” “Jesus appears stripped 
of all that is secondary and nonessential 
and thus his messages are made attrac- 
tive to thoughtful Germans.” (Almost 


literally Dr. Fosdick.) The declarations 
of the Sunday afternoon orator of the 
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Federal Council thus can be seen point 
by point to coincide with opinions which 


_ their Mr. High thinks forecast the end 


of Christianity.) 


Nubicula Est! Transibit! (“It’s a 
little cloud and will pass.”) “Can 
Christianity Survive?” is a ridiculous 
title. .The reports of the Protestant 
Bible societies declare that never has 
the Bible had such a prodigious circu- 
lation in Germany as in the past year. 
And.even more remarkable: is the way 
in which the Word is finding entrance 
in German Catholic hearts. In Schoen- 
ere Zukunft No. 31, 32 we are told that 
the Roesch Bible and the Keppler Bible, 
two Catholic translations, have sold ‘to 
the extent of 1,600,000 copies. Other 
translations, as Riessler-Storr, the Klos- 
ter Neuberger Bible, Herder’s Layman’s 
Bible, and the translation of Henne- 
Graeff are having wide circulation. “In 
many [Catholic] families the old cus- 
tom of reading a portion of Scripture 
together in the evening is becoming 
more common. . .. In many priests’ 
homes, both in city and country, Bible 
hours are being systematically held to 
ground Catholics in Scripture knowl- 
edge.” 


The cession of Bessarabia to Russia 


‘means much to the grave Baptists of 


that country,—how much, Pastor Co- 
cutz of the Rumanian Baptist Church in 
Detroit makes clear in an article in The 
Watchman-Examiner. In 1918 there 
were but 200 Baptists in Bessarabia. To- 
day there are 14,000, well organized in 
over three hundred churches, This re- 
markable growth has been chiefly the 
result of lay evangelism. Baptist men 


--and women in the markets, on the trains, 


in the fields, in homes, have preached 
the Gospel. These new churches are 
well led, and by men who have known 


how -to endure hardness. Thus Pastor - 


Jurencov was once so beaten that all 
the floor of the room was covered with 
his blood. Pastor Busila, of the First 
Baptist Church of Chisinau, is a man of 
good education, coming out of a fam- 
ily of priests. Pastor Asiev, when a 
student in the University of Leningrad, 
was on the point of suicide on a Neva 
bridge, when he was dissuaded by a 
Salvationist and led to Christ. He is 
now president of the Bessarabian Bap- 
tist Convention, professor in its semi- 
nary, a wonderful preacher and saint. 
The Bessarabian Baptists are men of 
Puritan life. When converted they pull 
up their wine grapes and neither drink 
nor smoke. They exclude from mem- 
bership immediately any who fall into 
sin and continue in it. In Bucovina, also 
annexed by Russia, there are over 
a thousand Baptists with excellent 
churches in the ports of Braila, Galatzi, 
Tulcea, and Constanza. The Soviet gov- 
ernment has sought to destroy the Bap- 
tists of Russia, and nearly a thousand 
Baptist preachers have been imprisoned 


or sent to Siberia, many, many of them 
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now being dead. The same terrible fate 
hangs over the Rumanian Baptists. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
The late Charles P. Meeker was at one 
time Director of Practical Work at, the 


Moody Bible Institute-and-later active. 


in the Chicago Hebrew Mission. Mr. 
McCarrell of the -Cicero (Ill) - Bible 
Church says of him: 

“Mr. Meeker first came into my: life 
one: afternoon when an old-fashioned 
bus, drawn by horses, stopped at Roose- 
velt Road and Halstead Street, and a 
man got out and testified for the Lord 
from the side of it. I did not know 
Christ as my Saviour at that time, but 
it made a great impression on my life. 
I never forgot that brief message. Later 
Brother Meeker was used of God to 
pioneer as an open-air evangelist. Men 
would meet with him on Saturday night 
for prayer, and sometimés pray until 





John. Newton 
and the Slave Trade 


The author of, “How sweet the 
name of Jésus sounds,” and “Glori- 
ous Things of Thee Are Spoken,” is 
gibed at by liberal preachers for con- 
niving at the slave trade. But the 
Rev. W. E. S. Holland, who js the 
present rector of St. Mary Wool- 
noth, London, John Newton’s old 
church, tells us that Newton was the 
dominating spiritual influence in the 
life of William Wilberforce, the 
English apostle of emancipati@n. 
“It is hardly too much to say that 
in this little church the slave trade 
was abolished.” On its walls is a 
tablet that recalls how John Newton, 
who was once an infidel, libertine, 
and participant in the African slave 
trade, “was by the rich mercy of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
preserved, restored, pardoned, and 
appointed to preach the faith he had 
long labored to destroy.” 

















after midnight; and then on Sunday 
morning he would be found. working 
up and down. Madison Street for lost 
souls. He had a great burden for the 
lost. ... The great open-air work within 
the walls of the Western Electric Plant, 
in which over 4,000 men came out and 
accepted Christ, was really a by-product 
of Brother Meeker’s labors.” 

Upon coming to the Chicago Hebrew 
Mission Mr. Meeker had the vision of 
a Hebrew mission in -every American 
city with 10,000 or more Jews. Acting 
on this conviction he-.sought out local 
leaders in many cities. As a result 
organizations were effected successively 
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in St. Louis, New Orleans, Denver, Seat- 
tle, Cincinnati, and Milwaukee, most of 
which .still exist. The Cincinnati Tes- 
timony to Israel, under the devoted 
leadership of Dr. W. T. Reid, has now 


«¢-become “The Ohio Messianic Testimony 


to Israel,” with six operating centers 
in the state and additional centers in 


“Memphis, Tenn., Calcutta, and Shanghai. 


Evangelistic Notes.—William A. Fuller, 
working among railway men of Can- 
ada, reports: “The railways are very 


» busy. and full of men. . Mechanics have 
. been moved half across the continent, 


‘at times, to fill positions. Hearts are 
shaken by things that are upon us, and 
men cannot and do not oppose or refuse 
the message as even a year ago. Rather, 
they want to talk with those who really 
know God and the teachings of the 
Word.” , 

There are 6,000 pure-blood Cherokees 
in the State of Oklahoma. who have the 
New Testament and hymnbook in their 
language, but all preaching is done 
through interpreters, as few understand 
English well. Mr. and Mrs. Pearson 
are laboring without salary among them 
in the Ozarks, supporting themselves 
on a little farm, but are dependent on 
the Lord for the supply of gasoline for 
their week-end preaching trips and for 
the expense of a summer school for 
Cherokees. Mr. Pearson is a minister of 
the Bible Presbyterian Church. 

M. Henri Lanctin of Moncton, New 
Brunswick, Can., was born in France of 
Romanist parentage and was converted to 
Christ in Paterson, N. J. When the last 
war broke out he returned to France 
and served as a poilu in the front line, 
suffering wounds and shell-shock from 
which he has never fully recovered. 
He is laboring with unabated zeal in the 
evangelization of French-speaking peo- 
ple in the Maritime provinces. 

Two young Chinese women, the Misses 
Wong of the Szechwan Evangelistic 
Band, are traveling over West China 
giving Bible readings to Christians and 
conducting evangelistic meetings: They 
are on fire for Christ and carry bless- 
ing wherever they go. 


Good News from Mexico.—Mr. Mar- 
roquin of the American Bible Society 
has visited numbers of churches in the 
states of Vera Cruz, Oaxaca, and Ta- 
basco. “It was just wonderful to see 
the eagerness of the people to hear the 
Christian message. The best of it all 
was in Tabasco . .. that state where, 
for. several years, they: were terribly 
persecuted, their Bibles, hymnals, and 
other Christian literature burnt, and 
our colporteur put in prison four times 
in jeopardy of his life. 

“There are no pastors or ordained min- 
isters established as yet in the state. 
All the work of evangelization has been 
earried on by voluntary Christian lay 
workers and the members in. general. 
For the last two years, every. now and 
then an ordained minister has visited 
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them and held revival services here and 
there. The new converts who have 
been joining the church are counted by 
the hundreds. There is a place called 
Jalaépa where the evangelist received 
three hundred at one time by profes- 
sion of faith and baptism, and baptized 
nearly four hundréd children of the old 
and new families. One of the new 
members of the local church of the 
state capital used to be one of the most 
terrible persecutors, and had arrested 
and kept in prison our colporteur, Ro- 
man de la Cruz. 


Eighteenth Century and Twentieth.— 
In The Methodist Recorder Dr. Wise- 
man compares the crises in English his- 
tory in these two centuries. Moral and 
political conditions in the middle of the 
eighteenth century were at a low ebb. 
England was at war with France and 
was unprepared, “having only three 
regiments fit for service.” France was 
strong, ready, and determined to over- 
throw her rival both in India and Amer- 
ica. A great army collected at Brest 
was about to invade Britain. A preacher 
on the National Day of Fasting in Feb- 
ruary, 1756, said: 

One disappointment and defeat has suc- 
ceeded upon another. Our enemies have 
scarce failed of success in any of their 
schemes. Perhaps there was never a period 
in which not only Great Britain, but even 
Europe itself, were in more imminent dan- 
ger. 

The conditions were such that Charles 
Wesley believed they betokened the 
coming of the Lord, and he wrote a 
hymn “On the Expected Invasion,” be- 
lieving this to be a sign of the distress 
of nations. One verse ran: 

* Come, thou Conqueror of the nations, 

Now on. Thy white horse appear: 

Earthquakes, deaths, and desolations 
Signify Thy kingdom near: 

True and faithful, 

*Stablish Thy dominion here. 

Charles Wesley was mistaken. The 
great sign had hardly begun to be ful- 
filled, namely, that implied in the words, 
“This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness 
unto-all nations; and then shall the end 
come” (Matt. 24:14). Asia, Africa, 
South .America, Australasia, and the 
archipelagoes. had hardly been touched. 
How different the condition today and 
with what a heightened tempo the work 
of evangelism is, from year to year, ad- 
vancing and the few remaining areas 
being opened to the Word! 


The work among Je 
Shanghai, which the Christian Alliance 
is engaged in, is bearing fruit. From 
eighty to a hundred Jews attend these 
meetings, and recently nineteen men and 


refugees in _ 


>. 3 
eleven women were baptized, all wear- 
ing white Chinese gowns. Some of them 
were men of fine education, with good 
homes and good incomes in their Euro- 
pean countries, and all say that if it 
had not been for the ;persecution they 
never. would have found Christ. One 


brother still limps from the bayonet ; 


stabs in the leg which were given him 
in Germany. 


Sir John Harris, when an apprentice 
in a London warehouse, was a member 
of Dr. F. B. Meyer’s church, and there 
with a little group of young people be- 
came interested in missions. This led to 
his pioneering in a remote corner of the 
Congo Free State. It was during the 
reign of Leopold II, King of the Belgians 
from 1865 to 1909. One morning, on 
stepping out of his mud and wattle hut, 
he found a tiny hand and foot freshly 
hacked off from.a living child of five 
years. As the weeks went on he saw 
more and more of the red, rubber ré- 
gime, until his heart became uncon- 
trollably full of indignation. With his 
gifted wife he returned to England and 
opened a campaign of agitation against 
these abuses, co-operating with others 


of like mind, as Messrs. E. D. Morel and: 


Roger Casement. It was this campaign 
which eventually woke up the civilized 
world and brought the cruel “red rub- 
ber” operations in Africa to an end, 
Then he turned his attention to the 
ey outrages upon the Indians of 
the tumayo, on the upper reaches of 
the Amazon. He became parliamentary 
secretary of the Anti-Slavery and Abo- 


rigines Protection Society and was at > 


one time Member of Parliament. It was 
he who obtained through the League 
of Nations an International Convention 
solemnly committing the nations to the 
suppression of slavery throughout the 
world. A name that will go down 
to the future with Wilberforce and 
Lincoln ! 


“But now are ye light in the Lord.” 
—Dorothy Beugler, writing in China’s 
Millions, tells how Chinese country folk, 
coming to “sight-see” into her modest 
home, exclaim, “Heaven! This is 
heaven!” At first she was wont to 
think that it was the order and clean- 
liness which impressed them. Later, 
after spending much time in window- 
less rooms on her missionary tours, she 
reflected that it was probably the light 
pouring through glass windows that 
thrilled her visitors. 

“God is light and we are children of 
light. Here the homes are dark. and 
the temples dark where the dark gods 
live. The heathen sit in darkness in 
more senses than one... but. the chil- 
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dren of God in this land are like the 
star-holes in the night.” 

Bhe tells of Mrs..Dong who was con- 
verted by seeing the power of God in 
her’ son’s ‘life. So she tore down her 
kitchen god, scraped the paper gods 
from her pigpen, cow shed, and storage 
vats where food was kept. The idol 
in the guest hall was burned. She 
learned to read, and read the Gospels. 
Opium pipe, cigarettes, wine, and curs- 
ing were given up, together with the 
taste for them. “A neighbor family 
with whom she had a _ long-standing 
quarrel was. amazed when Mrs. Dong 
called one day to return a fine that 
she had, through the court, forced them 
to. pay.” 

Such.conversions, multiplied manifold, 
raise the moral level of China slowly but 
surely. Miss Beugler gives an illustra- 
tion. . A’ church member dishonored 
Christ by dodging his taxes. The offi- 
cial who dealt with the case, when he 
learned of his church connection said: 
“A Christian? Then he deserves the full 
penalty. He knew better.” 


Brief Notes.—At a conference on “Re- 
ligion and the Modern World,” among 
the speakers listed were Prof. Maritain 
from the Catholic Institute, Paris, a 
Jesuit, Father McGarry, Dr. MacKay, 
President of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, and Prof. Hromadka, also of 
Princeton Seminary. 


I AM cultists have been indicted by 
a Federal Grand Jury in a bill listing 
twenty-three counts of mail-fraud con- 
spiracy. Amount involved $3,000,000. 


Of thirty-five German-Jewish and 
Austrian-Jewish Nobel prize winners 
thirteen, or more than a third, are said 
to be Hebrew-Christians. 


The Tsingkiangpu Mission Hospital 
had over 7,000 in-patients last year and 
156,000 clinic patients. “You know that 
required a tremendous lot of drugs, sup- 
plies, and tracts, yet we haven’t lacked 
for any needful thing ... in spite of 
all regular lines of communication being 
closed. . . . Truly our God .. . does 
things.” 


Elmer V. Thompson has, as a result 
of twelve years of faith mission work 
in Cuba, sixty native churches and a 
Bible Institute with 125 Cuban students 
(five-year course). This mission has 
branch work in Haiti and San Domingo. 
The Cuban mission of Messrs. Samuel 
and Hugh Pain, also a faith mission, ‘thas 
thirty organized native churches. 


‘The Arbishop of Canterbury has ar- 
ranged that all who pass his cathedral 
high altar must bow. But Archbishop 
Granmer had the very name “altar” 
removed from the Book of Common 
Prayer, together with the doctrine for 
which it stood. In the Devotions at the 
Crib in one Anglican Church in London, 
Mary is spoken of as “co-redemptress 
of the human rate.” 
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The frortion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson hélps is Luke 12:35-48 
Kine James VERSION 

Luke 12:35 Let your loins be girded. .about, and ‘your lights 
burning; 

36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, 
when he will return from the wedding; that- when he cometh 
and knocketh, they. may open -urito him ‘immediately. 

37 Blessed are those servants; whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down to’ meat, and will come forth 
and serve them. 

38 And if he shall come in-the second watch; or come in the 
third watch, and find them so, blessed, are those servants, 

39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known 
what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and 
not have suffered his house to be broken through. 

40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the-Son.of man cometh at 
an hour when ye think not. 

41 Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest “thou this parable 
unto us, or even to all? 

42 And the Lord said, Who then ‘is: that ‘faithful and wise 
steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to 
give them their portion of meat in due season? . 

43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall 
find .so doing. 

44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he wilk make him ruler 


we all that he hath. 


45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth 
his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, 
and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 

46 The lord of that servant will come in. a day, when he looketh 
not for him, and at an hour when he’is not aware, and will cut 
him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion ‘with the unbe- 
lievers. 

47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared 
not himself, neither did according» to his will, shall be beaten 
with many stripes. 

48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever 


much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom, 


men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 
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Luke 12:35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lamps 
burning; 36 and be ye yourselves like unto men looking for 
their lord, when he shall return from the marriage feast; that, 
when’ he cometh and knocketh, they may straightway open unto 
him. 37 Blessed are those ‘servants, whom the lord when he 
cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall 
gird himself,.and make them sit-down to meat, and shall. come 
and serve them. 38 And if he shall come in the second watch, 
and if in the third, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 
39 * But know this, that if the master of the house had known in 
what hour the thief was coming, he would have watched, and 
not have left his house to be *broken through. 40 Be ye also 
ready: for in an hour that ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

41 And Peter ‘said, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, 
or even unto all? 42 And the Lord said, Who then is ‘the faithful 
and. wise steward, whom his lord shall set over his household, 
to. give them -their portion of food in due season? 43 Blessed is 
that *servant,. whom his lord when he cometh shall. find so 
doing. 44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will set him over 
all that he hath. 45 But if that *servant shall say in his heart, 
My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the men- 
servants and the maidservants, and to eat and drink, and to 
be drunken; 46 the lord of that °servant shall come in a day 
when he expecteth not, and in an hour when he knoweth. not, 
and shall *cut him asunder, and appoint his portion wth 
the unfaithful. 47 And that *servant, who knew his lord’s wll, 
and made not ready, nor did according to his will, shall be beaten 
with many stripes; 48 but he that knew not, and did things 
worthy of stripes; shall be. beaten with few stripes.. And to 
whomisoever much is given, of him shall much be required: and 
to whom they commit much, of him will they ask the more. 

1Gr., -bondservants. *Or, But this ye know. *Gr., digged 

through. ‘Or, the faithful steward, the wise man whom, ° 

etc. ®Gr., bondservant. *Or, severely scourge him. 

The American Standard Version, and the Internatfonal Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 
T IS most fitting, as we come to the 
I close of one of the saddest years for 
millions of people this earth has 
ever known, that we should consider 
the call of our Lord to watchfulness 
and faithfulness as we wait for his re- 
turn to put down iniquity and reign in 
righteousness over the world. Self-styled 
optimists have seen their dreams of 


.world peace succeeded by the nightmare 


of world war. Those who thought that 
by social service and a diluted Gospel 
they were “bringing in the kingdom” 
have learned to their dismay that their 
plans are all thwarted and Satan’s 
power is being displayed as never be- 
fore. But all the terrible events that 
have succeeded one another with such 
startling rapidity only confirm the faith 
of the Bible-believer in the revelation 
given of God in his inspired Book. The 


words of the Lord Jesus Christ are be- 
ing fulfilled: “Ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars.. ... nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom” (Matt. 24:6, 7). All these are 
but the beginning of sorrows and point 
unerringly to the darker days yet to 
come, which in turn. will be succeeded 
by the personal return of him who 
loved to call himself “the Son of man” 
(Matt. 24:27, 30). In view of all these 
things, what holiness should character- 
ize us; what devotion to Christ and 
what loyalty to his ‘truth! 
The Historical Setting 

Our Lord’s Galilean ministry was rap- 
idly drawing to. a close. The time was 
nearing when he would go to Jerusalem 
to die. In view. of-this, and his prom- 
ised return, he. urged. upon his disciples 
the importance.. of loyalty when he 
poe no longer be. present with them 

in person. It is still A. D. 29. 


Verse by Verse: 
Luke 12:35.—“Loins . . . girded about.” 
It is the loins of the mind of which 


he speaks (1 Pet. 1:13) and the girdle 
is the truth of God (Eph. 6:14). In other 
words, as the flowing garments of the 
Oriental are held in place by the girdle, 
so every thought is to be brought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ (2 
Cor. 10:5). “And your lights burning,’ 
The light of testimony is to be kept 
shining during the time. of our Lord’s 
personal absence. 


Verse 36.—“Like unto men that wait 
for their lord.” Just as the friends of 
the Eastern bridegroom waited eagerly 
for him to bring his bride back to his 
home, where they could rejoice together, 
so we are to maintain an attitude of ex- 
pectancy while‘ we wait for the return 
of our Saviour. 

Verse 37.—“‘He shall gird himself, and 
- » . serve them.” We are called .to 
serve in faithfulness now: When Christ 
returns it will be his delight to min- 
ister to those who have endured and 
suffered for his name’s sake during his 
present session at the Father's right 
hand (Rev. 3:21). 
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Verse 38.—“If he shall come . ... and 
find them so.” The time of our Lord’s 
second advent is a secret known only 
to God (Matt. 24:36); therefore the im- 
portance of being ever on the alert, 
watching and waiting while serving in 
faithfulness, that his coming may not 
take-us unawares. Fullness of blessing 
will then be ours. 


Verse 39.—“If the goodman .. . had 
known what hour the thief would come.” 
To unwatchful ones the Lord’s return will 
be unexpected and even unwelcome, as 
that of a thief in the night (Rev. 3:3), 
but it will be far otherwise to those who 
are instructed out of the Word and are 
waiting for God’s Son from Heaven (1 
Thess. 5:4). 


Verse 40.—‘The Son of man cometh 
at an hour when ye think not.” It is 
all-important to keep this in mind and 
not attempt to set dates or pretend to 
know the exact time when the second 
advent will take place. Jesus has told 
us, “It is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power” (Acts 1:7). 


Verse 41.—“Speakest thou this parable 
... even to all?” Peter inquired as to 
whether the illustration used was for 
themselves alone or for all Christ’s dis- 
ciples. The answer shows it was in- 
tended for all professed believers to 
the end of the dispensation. 


Verse 42.—“That faithful and. wise 
steward.” The true servant of Christ 
recognizes that whatever truth he has 
received is a stewardship committed to 
him to be administered for the good of 
others, and for which he must some 
day give account (1 Cor. 4:1, 2). In that 
day faithfulness will be abundantly re- 
warded. 


Verse 43.—“Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord ... shall find so doing.” 
There is always the temptation to sloth- 
fulness and carelessness when the mas- 
ter is not present, but every employer 
values that type of service which is as 
conscientiously performed in his ab- 
sence. as when he is personally super- 
vising it. 


Verse 44—“He will make him ruler 
over all that he hath.” Such a servant 
will be promoted to a great steward- 
ship because of his integrity in a lesser 
position, 

Verse 45.—“My lord delayeth his com- 
ing.” The servant who forgets that his 
master may. return most unexpectedly 
and who behaves tyrannically and un- 
faithfully, because he imagines his faults 
will never be discovered, is due for a 
rude awakening. 


Verse 46.—“The lord . . . will come in 
a day when... he is not aware.” Re- 
mark, that is not exactly the Lord Jesus 
himself that is here in view. Christ 
is speaking in a parable. It is the lord 
of the wicked and slothful servant who, 
upon returning, visits condign punish- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1 December 29.—Jesus Requires Faith- 
GED ces tbs up edinah sites se che Luke 12 
First Quarter, 1941 
i. (14) January 5.—Jesus and Human 


MEN gs 3 ba 8o i vad aeaserdced% Luke 13 
2. (15) January 12.—Christ’s Valuation of: 

PIII. ooo sc ct ieee MH Luke 14:1-14 
3. (16) January 19.—The Slighted Invita- 

RS ep ee: ey CPOE. Luke 14:15-35 
4. (17) January 26.—Christ’s Concern for 

the Lost ...... .. Luke 15 


5. (18) February 2. —The Individual’ s Re- 
sponsibility Regarding Beverage Al- 
cohol. Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 4: 
9-12; Mark 9:42-48; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 

6. (19) February 9.—The Christian Atti- 
tude toward Possessions ...... Luke 16 

7. (20) February 16.—Jesus Teaches For- 


giveness and Gratitude ......... Luke 17 
8. (21) February 23.—Jesus Calls to . 
GEE icc sivncvs'sdevescncnaened Luke 18 








ment upon the one who had so misused 
his position and betrayed his trust. But 
the lesson is too obvious to need em- 
phasis or explanation. 


Verse 47.—“That servant ... shall be 
beaten with many stripes.” That which 
made his conduct so heinous was that 
he “knew his lord’s will,-and prepared 
not himself.” The indignant master will 
mete out the punishment to suit the 
offence. 


Verse 48.—“He that knew not.. 
few stripes.” 


. with 
When one is ignorant of 


.what the master expects he will be dealt 


with more leniently, although ignorance 
does not excuse slothfulness. But it 
is a principle of Scripture that respon- 
sibility and privilege go together. Men 
recognize this in their dealings with 
one another. So does God himself, who 
will deal with each case on its merits. 


A Lesson Outline 
Lire IN VIEW OF 
CuRIsT’s PROMISED RETURN 

An incentive to holy living (1 Thess 5: 
23) 

A spur to faithful service (Luke 12:43) 

A hope that purifies (1 John 3:2, 3) 

A promise that cheers (John 14:3) 

A reason for loving fellow believers (1 
Thess. 3:12, 13) 

A plea for world-wide evangelism (2 
Pet. 3:9) 

A comfort in bereavement (1 Thess. 4: 
13-18) 

An encouragement in trial (Jas. 5:7) 

A prospect of reward (Rev. 22:12) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When God commits: any talent, abil- 
ity, or knowledge of truth to his serv- 
ants, it is that they may use all for his 
glory. During our Lord’s present ses- 
sion at the Father’s right hand, his dis- 
ciples are called upon to represent and 
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act, for him here on earth. This in- 
volves our recognition of service as a 
sacfed trust or stewardship committed 
to us by Christ Jesus, to be adminis- 
tered for his glory and the blessing of 
a needy world, and to be rewarded at 
his personal return. To fail to act in 
accordance with the revealed will of 
God will cause us to suffer loss when 
we are called to give an account of our 
stewardship at the judgment seat of 
Christ, where all our works will be 
tested by the fire of God’s holiness (1 
Cor. 3:13-15). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Parable and Interpretation. In study- 
ing our Lord’s parables we need to bear 
in mind the fact that each one was given 
to ‘emphasize some. important line of 
truth. It is often a mistake to try to 
fit every part of such an illustration into 
a theological, or eschatological mold. In 
the. parable of the master and his serv- 
ants we must not confuse the earthly 
lord with our divine Lord. The one is 
used only as an illustration in so far 
as his character and behavior may co- 
incide with those of Christ. 


The Two Aspects of Christ’s Second 
Advent. It was no part of our Lord’s 
purpose in this particular discourse ‘to 
distinguish between the rapture and the 
appearing, two stages of his coming 
again which are developed clearly in 
the Epistles. It is the fact that he who 
was going away will return again that 
is emphasized, and the responsibility of 
his people is viewed in the light of this 
great fact. 


Applications and Summaries 


It is the will of God that all our lives 
should be lived in view of the near 
return of his Son from Heaven. Are 
we, like the Thessalonians, serving and 
waiting with that glorious event as the 
lodestar of our souls? (1 Thess. 1:9, 10.) 


Scripture insists on the imminency of 
Christ’s second coming. If we are to 
put a millennium between us and that 
blessed fulfillment of his promise, how, 
then, can we watch and wait for his 
return? 


It is a poor thing to talk of “holding 
the second coming” if the second coming 
does not hold us, and mold us, too. 


When tempted to criticize or under- 
rate others who also seek to serve the 
Lord, let us remember that it is to the 
Master alone that each servant must 
give account. 

Although our Lord told his disciples 
off the impossibility. of their knowing 
when he would return, date-setters have 
been: active all down the years, only to 
have their guesses proved false with 
the lapse of time. 4 

Are we so behaving ourselves that we 
could rejoice to hear the shout of our 
descending Lord at arly moment, calling 
us to meet him in the onrt 

Cuicaco. 
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Lesson for December 29 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT does our Lord mean by “girded 
loins”’? : 
2. What is meant by the symbol, of 
the burning light? 
3. Who is represented by the lord of the 
servants, as pictured in the parable? 
4. Will the Lord Jesus come as a thief 
to his people? 
5. Is it possible to calculate the time of 
his return? 
6. Who is represented by the faithful and 
wise steward? 
7. What great principle in regard to re- 
wards and punishments is laid down here? 
8. Are all who profess to be Christ’s serv- 
ants truly his disciples? 
9. What is meant by being beaten with 
stripes? 
10. In view of our Lord’s near return, what 
should be the attitude of his servants 
toward the world? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lessdn questions are 
given on page 1024 of this issue. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 
Father, thou hast committed so much to our 
care in this world of many needs, and we 
wonder at thy willingness to give us respon- 
sibilities that are very far reaching. Thou 
knowest our temptation to wander from the 
path of thy will; thou knowest how prone 
we are to do the very thing that we ought 
not to do, and to be concerned unduly with 
the present, and so little with the life to come. 
As we look forward to the coming of the 
Lord Jesus we pray that this may not be a 
theoretical outlook seen by us in some vague, 
unreal way, but the blessed hope verified by 
thy Word, and set before us as those servants 
who await the coming of the one whom they 
serve. Help us to be good stewards of time, 
and money, and abilities. May we not waste 
any of these gifts. May there be no day upon 
which we fail to rest our hope in the coming 
of him whom we serve.- In his dear name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson—wWill you turn in 
your Bibles to the first letter to the Cor- 
inthians, the fourth chapter and the sec- 
ond verse. Let us together repeat that 
verse. “Moreover it is required in stew- 
ards, that a man be found faithful.” 
Yes, there are two very important words 





EQUIRED 
FAITHFULNESS Rew arpep 


AM I FAITHFUL? 











in that brief verse,— “steward,” or one 
who has charge of something committed 
to his care.. And what is the other 
word? Yes, the word “faithful” ‘You 
and I are stewards. We can be faithful 
or unfaithful. We can attend to what 
is committed to our care in the line of 
duty, or we can decide that that is what 
we will not do, and just turn aside to 
something of our own choosing. Have 
you thought clearly enough about the 
wonderful privilege we have of telling 
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others of the salvation provided for us 
who are willing to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and also the glorious fact 
of his coming again? You know there 
are some servants who do not look. for 
those who have charge of them with any 
joy, for the steward who is unfaithful 
is afraid of his master’s return. But 
what about the steward who has at- 
tended to his duty? How gladly he goes 
to meet his master, for he has something 
to gladden the heart of the one who 
thus returns! I wonder’ what your life 
and mine are like today in God’s sight? 
Are we doing what he would expect us 
to do as these days pass so rapidly with 
opportunities that beckon to us in serv- 
ice for him, and in preparation for his 
return to earth?.. Let us repeat together 
the forty-third verse of this twelfth 
chapter of Luke... “Blessed is that serv- 
ant, whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so. doing.” Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe Sun- 
pay ScHooLt Tumes? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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The Busy Men's Corner | 
By Williem-H. Ridgway 


At the Fire “Hdtst.—Let jour loins 
be girded about, and your lights burning 
(Luke 12:35). With this text we think 
right away of the lovely story the Lord 
Jesus used to give us some idea of 
what the Kingdom of Heaven is like 
(Matt. 25: 1-13). 

One day in going through the land 
department of a large store I noticed 
some hand lamps of the same shape the 
old artists put into the hands of the 
virgins of the story. Sort o’ boat shape, 
with a handle at one end and a wick 
for oil at the other, with a flat base. 
These ancient lamps must have given 
a poor light. But these modern imita- 
tions had a little incandescent bulb at 
one end, and inside was a bottle of a 
mysterious thing we call electricity. 
When you turned a knob you had a 
“dandy light.” 

To put the text in 1940 language, 
“Tighten your belt and see that your 
flashlight has a good battery.” That is 
to say, be alert and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:3, 4.) 

The next time you pass a house of 
the city fire department take a look in. 
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You will find the “pumper” has its loins 
all girded and the gasoline tank full 
of the spirit of Petroleum. Before the 
advent of automobiles you would see 
harness in all its leather and metal per- 
fection hanging over the places for the 
horses. At the sound of the gong the 
trained horses would rush from the 
stalls and before you could say “Jack 
Robinson” away they would go on their 
errand to save life and property, with 
the fire roaring in thé boiler to get up 
steam. 

The old companies had names. “Good 
Will” and “Fame,” in West Chester. 
“Washington” and “Brandywine,” in 
Coatesville.. I belong to the “Washing- 
ton,”— “Old Faithful” was a favorite 
name, 

Our Lord would have us just like the 
Fire Company —all ready for service at 
the sound of the gong. And a good 
name for us could well be “Old Faith- 
ful.” 


The Old Faithful Men.—Blessed is that 
servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing (v. 43). In one of 
our lessons awhile ago, when we were 
on the subject of “the hands to the 
plow” and paying our respects (or lack 
of them) to the “Quitter,” the state- 
ment was made that neither Earth nor 
Heaven likes.» the man who lightly 
“chucks his job.” 

Here in the above text you can de- 
tect (in reverse) this same heavenly 
dislike manifesting itself. I had almost 
written “popping out.” 

As the years run along here in Coates- 
ville, as they do in your town, nothing 
gives this writer a pleasanter newspaper 
thrill than when the obituary notice 
says, “He was an old and faithful em- 
ployee of The Such and Such Company.” 
Sometimes there is added “Iron Rose 
Bible Class.” “Methodist Church,” etc. 
(Matt. 24:45; 1 Cor. 4:2; Heb. 3:5.) 

When I came into the shop manage- 
ment years ago I had the theory that 
the man who worked for me was one of 
my best friends. I treated him accord- 
ingly. If I happened to get a man whom 
I could not be sure would return my 
interest and would serve me faithfully, 
I let him go and got one who would. 
The result was the “Ridgway men” were 
in demand, and they went up higher 
in other places. And other good men 
wanted jobs at “Ridgways.” 

Some of these men were (are) in the 
Iron Rose Biblé Class. The late Dowlin 
Townsend (“Mickey”), who made the 
wonderful iron roses, was one of them. 
When other shops tried to hire him, 
“Mickey” would say, “When I can’t work 
for Bill Ridgway I will be past work- 
ing for anybody.” 

When we would lose a job on price, 
delivery, or somebody’s relations, our 
men would do the “worrying” about it 
and say, “It’s a shame we lost that nice 
order!” I would laugh and say, “It’s 
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all right, boys. That is one of the 
chances of business. There are more fish 
in the sea than have ever been caught.” 
And we would go and catch some! 

It so happens just as I write this note 
there has come to Coatesville the “Con- 
vention of Retired Railroad Men.” Some 
600 of them. The old stick-to-it faith- 
ful workmen of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company. They met at the Y. M. 
C. A. That sort-are that kind! 


The Have Muchers and Have Littles. 
—Unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required: and to 
whom men have committed much, of 
him they will ask the more (v. 48). 
Remember it is the Lord Jesus who tells 
us this. It will make life more comfort- 
able for some folks we all know if they 
would just make this declaration of our 
Lord a part of their life’s creed. Or, 
as the politicians would say, “a plank 
in their platform” on which to win the 
election to good living. 

I heard some folks harshly criticizing 
an ignorant and perhaps blamable girl. 
When they stopped for breath and ad- 
jectives I innocently, quietly, and dum- 
bly asked, “From what school did this 
fool girl graduate— West Chester, Wil- 
son, Bryn Mawr, or where?” 

The “Knocker Klub” caught on. They 
all knew, as I did, that this imprudent 
girl never had a fair show in life. It 
was really a wonder, under her condi- 
tions, that she was as good as she was. 
She had received little, where her critics 
had received much (John 15:22; 1 Tim. 
1:13). 


One of the happy incidents of my life 
has been all these years to take note 
of the fine girls with so little in their 
homes “across the railroad tracks,” so 
to speak, marrying good doing boys of 
the same sort and prospering and be- 
coming some of our “leading citizens.” 
And would you believe it, in almost 
every case it has been a Sunday school 
job. 

Be good to those who come from the 
“Have Little” from over the tracks. You 
never ‘know what old goose will lay the 
golden egg. Some of Ahese “Have Lit- 
tles” are sitting in the Boss’s chair be- 
hind the mahogany desk. I could tell 
stories of those “born to the purple” 
who would be glad to. get a job from 
those born to the gray. 

As we come to the New Year suppose 
we “take account of stock” like the mer- 
chant and manufacturer, and see just 
what we have. I don’t mean material 
things, but health, talents, abilities, 
graces, place in life, and so on. If you 
have received much, take another good 
hard look at these words of our Lord 
and determine, “For 1941 I am going 
té deliver good measure of good goods!” 
Then you insure that Happy New Year 
the Corner wishes you for the thirty and 
three time! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 





December 14, 1940 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 


for the best one each week. But readers are ~ 


urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explainin 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 





The Lesson for April 6, 1941 


Readers who have the lesson list 
for 1941 will notice that an alter- 
nate lesson is suggested for April 
6. The Trwes lesson department 
will discuss only the regular lesson 
for that date, entitled “Christ 
Promises Power” (Acts 1:1-12), and 
illustrations are desired only for 
that topic and passage. 











While in Prison—Be not afraid of 
them that kill the body (Luke 12:4). 
A very earnest preacher of the Gospel 
was caught and put into prison in the 
south of Spain, and expected to die. 
There were Anarchists and Communists 
in the prison; they were desperate, and 
began to write curses on the wall against 
their captors, sc the evangelist wrote 
on the wall, “Fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which is able 
to destroy botr soul and body in hell.” 
Underneath this he wrote John 3:16 in 
full. That attracted attention. One of 
the prisoners was a young schoolmaster, 
and the evangelist had the joy of lead- 
ing him to Christ. One day the school- 
master said to him, “My name is on 
the list today to be shot; I am so glad 
you wrote that text on the wall. Be- 
fore, I should have been desperate, but 
now, although I do not want to die, I 
am not desperate, because I know I am 
going to be with Jesus, and I shall see 
you again one day.” They embraced 
one another and he was taken out and 
shot, but one day we shall see him in 
Glory, brought to the Lord Jesus Christ 
by the faithful testimony given in prison. 
—From an address by P. J. Buffard to 
Women’s Protestant Union. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Half-Way Flying—Be... ye your- 
selves like unto men that wait for their 
lord, when he will return (v. 36). Dr. 
Dinsdale T. Young once said: “A won- 
derful spiritual enrichment came into 
my life and ministry because I real- 
ized the great New Testament revela- 
tion of the personal return of our Lord. 
Dr. Andrew Bonar told a story of a plain 
man in one of the Scottish Presbyterian 
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Lesson for December 29 


country kirks who had learned this pre- 
cious doctrine. The man spent a Sun- 
day in Edinburgh, to play the part of 
a sermon taster. When he returned to 
his village, the people asked him how he 
liked the Edinburgh preachers. His re- 
ply was: ‘They all fly on one wing. 
They all preach the first coming of 
Christ, but they do not preach his sec- 
ond coming.” Nothing recovers evan- 
gelical fervor and rekindles missionary 
passion, and gives a yearning for entire 
sanctification, like a realization of the 
great fact that ‘He comes,’ and that He 
may come at any moment.”—From the 
Christian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


What More Do You Want?—Blessed 
are those servants, whom the lord when 
he cometh shall find watching (v. 37). 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








SESUS REQUIRES FAITHFULNESS 
‘4 V7 
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Some Christians are making a great 
hullabaloo about the sufferings of the 
present times. Just now, June, 1940, 
there is a true story going the rounds 
in England, about a man who was grum- 
bling about the position of England in 
the war. “Well,” said his friend, “what 
more do you want? We are in the 
final, aren’t we? And on the Home 
Ground, too.” So, I believe, are this 
generation of Christians. What an 
honor !—Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


How to Rise Early.—Be ye therefore 
ready (v. 40). Let us not lazily ask God 
to do for us something that requires a 
simple act of choice on our part. In 
THe Sunpay ScHOOL TIMES appeared the 
following illustration: “Adam Clarke, 
the well-known commentator and the- 
ologian, was an early riser. A young 
preacher wanted the eminent minister 
to tell him how he managed to do it. 
‘Do you pray about it?’ he asked. ‘No,’ 


“was the reply, ‘I get up.’”—From the 


King’s Business. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


A Boy on Stewardship.—Who then is 
that faithful and wise steward (v. 42). 
Guy L. Morrill, in his book, “Steward- 
ship Stories,” tells of a Sunday school 
class of boys, who for a number of 
weeks had studied stewardship. As they 
came to the end of their study of this 
subject their teacher asked them to write 
out what they thought stewardship 
meant. One boy wrote this: “Stew- 
ardship means that life is a great ship, 
loaded with a rich cargo of many things 
to be delivered to many peoples in many 
places. God is the owner but I am the 
captain of the ship.” How do you think 
of yourself? As owner or captain of 
the things you possess? Are you faith- 
fully delivering the goods?—From For- 
ward. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Bennie Locke’s Railroad Run.—Faith- 
ful ... steward (v. 42). Bennie Locke, 
an engine driver who has done fifty- 
seven years of service on the Laka- 
wanna Railroad, and has never received 
a demerit mark from his superior of- 
ficers, had the habit, during the greater 
part of his service, of removing his 
cap on entering his engine and uttering 
a prayer for God’s protection on each 
day’s run. One experience he thus de- 
scribes: “Number Six was twenty-five 
minutes late out of Scranton one day, 
and I had my little prayer as usual 
when I stepped into the cab. After I 
had asked for the safety of our train, 
I said, ‘Lord, help me to bring her in 
on time.’ It was a stiff climb up the 
Pocono Mountains for the first part of 
the trip, and it never seems so steep as 
when you are late. I couldn’t gain a sec- 
ond on the way up but after we dipped 
over the summit, things began to break 
jast right for me. It was a beautiful 
day, with air perfectly clear, and we 





* 1021 


almost flew down the mountain. I just 
held her steady and let her go. At last 
the old train shed at Hoboken loomed 
ahead, and, as we pulled into the sta- 
tion I looked at my watch and we were 
just on the dot. As I stood wiping the 
sweat from my face there was a tap of 
a cane on the outside of my cab and 
on looking out I saw the president of 
the road, all smiles, and he said to me, 
‘A gocd run, sir! A very good run!’ 
That meant more to me than anything 
that could have happened in this world. 
And, brother, when I make my last run, 
and pull into the Great Terminal, if 
I can just hear Him say, ‘A good run, 
sir! A very good run!’ the toil and the 
struggle down here won’t matter.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Le’son is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Twinkling of an eye.” 

Discussion: What will be the true values 
when the Lord comes to earth again? 
As you look about you — outside you 
and inside you—what are the things 
that will give you greatest satisfaction to 
possess in that moment? 

Objective: ‘“‘“Be ye therefore ready also” 
(Luke 12:40). 











AY, fellows, the thought of “unpre- 

paredness” is very prevalent in these 
day: (Date of this writing is October, 
1940.) The air, the ether, the magazines, 
the daily papers, conversation, public 
speeches—are aH surcharged with it. 
Great and powerful nations of Europe 
have in the past few months furnished 
tragic examples of it, and great appre- 
hensiveness is expressed about the 
United States on this score. But it is 
no new thought to those who meditate 
upon the teachings of Jesus Christ. In 
many places in the Gospel record and in 
the Epistles we are warned against be- 
ing unprepared for our Lord’s coming, 
Jesus especially warns us to be ready 
and to be watching for that momentous 
event. Time and again he speaks of 
its suddenness. He uses parables and 
also straight exhortations. When he, 
the Lord of all truth and wisdom, does 
that, don’t you think that you and I 
should be particularly careful and con- 
cerned about it? 

He compares its suddenness and sur- 
prise to the coming of a thief in the 
night. “If the goodman of the house,” 
says Jesus, “had known what hour the 
thief would come, he would have 
watched, and not have suffered his house 
to be broken through” (v. 39). Well 
do I realize the truth of that. A thief 
broke into my house one night and 
came right to my bedside, within twelve 
inches of my elbow, picked -up my 
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trousers lying folded there upon.a chair, 
and slipped out so quietly that I. knew 
it not. My pocketbook was in those 
trousers, containing more currency than 
I had ever before (or since) risked 
‘keeping in the house overnight: Next 
Sunday morning I preached a sermon 
on that text about “the goodman of the 
house,” and some told me it was the 
most spirited sermon they had ever 
heard me deliver. If I had known the 
thief was coming, I would not only 
have watched, but I would have had 
every policeman I could muster stand- 
ing guard about my premises. “If I had 
known !” 
today can say that when the Lord comes; 
for those who have taken the trouble 
to count tell us there are more than 
three hundred references in the New 
Testament to the second coming of our 
Lord. 

Paul tells the Corinthians that it will 
be “in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 
15:52). Do you ever twinkle your eye? 
Have you seen others do it? Quick, 
isn’t it? Like the fraction-of-a-second 
opening and shutting of a, fast camera. 
One wants to be ready for something 
that happens as quickly as that— if it 
it is important to be ready. And surely 
it is of transcendent importance to be 
ready when the Lord of Glory comes. 
Jesus would not have put so much em- 
phasis upon it, nor would he have so 
repeatedly stated it had it not been of 
vast importance. He wants you to think 
keenly about it. 

So today, as you face a New Year just 
about to dawn, check up on your “pre- 
paredness.” It means more to you than 
all the preparedness or unpreparedness 
of the nations of the earth. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


We 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


It is a wise idea to use this Sunday as 
a time to bring some gifts for others. It 
will help to emphasize the idea of the 
Memory Verse, “Freely ye have received, 
freely give."’ Have the children print this 
verse in their books, and paste the De- 
cember leaf of a calendar on their book 
Page, closing the year. 











AST Sunday we all received gifts, 

and. we celebrated the birthday of 
the Lord Jesus. Today we have a lesson 
,about a steward. You don’t know what 
a steward is, do you? It is a person 
who takes care of somebody else’s 
things for them. It may be a man who 
does your business for you, takes care 
of your money and sees that your busi- 
ness is carried on as it should be. It 
may be a woman who runs your house 
for you, and she sees that the house and 
the things in it are cared for as they 
should be. 


No intelligent Christian of. 
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They do many things with your money 
and your house; but not a cent of the 
money or anything in the house belongs 
to them. They are paid to care for them, 
and there is one thing the owner de- 
mands of them, and that is a faithful 
and honest: account of what they have 
done with the money and house. The 
steward ‘must bé faithful. He may not 
be very wise, he may be anything but 
beautiful, he may be downright cranky 
and cross; but he must be faithful. Of 
course it is much pleasanter if he is 
nice and kind, but he must be faith- 
ful. 

You didn’t know we were all stew- 
ards, did you? I guess you are sur- 
prised about that. We are, évery one 
of us, and we.are all going to have to 
give am account of what we have done 
with the things left in our charge. The 
owner is the Lord. Everything we have 
belongs to God. He lets us use the 
things, but he wants them all used for 
him. Jf. you have*a beautiful home, 
what do you do with it? I. know people 
who say, “This is MY home. I am not 
going to let anybody come here that 
I don’t like. It is MY home.” And they 
use it for ‘themselves and their pleasure, 
and never even think of God. I know 
other people who have just as lovely 
homes, and say, “This is ,the Lord’s 
house, and it is to be used-for him. I 
am only his steward.” And I have seen 
poor and needy people taken into such a 
home, and fed and clothed, — and loved, 
for Christ’s sake. I have even seen dirty, 
filthy sinners taken into such a home, 
and have seen them go out from it, 
clean and saved children of God. Is 
your home being used for the Lord? 

Then our money! OUR money! And 
not one penny of it is ours. But some 
man says, “It is mine. I made it my- 
self!” But he could not have made one 
cent of it if God had not allowed him 
to do it. God could have touched him 
and he would have lain helpless all the 
rest of his life. There are a thousand 
ways God could have hindered his mak- 
ing money. God says in his Word, “The 
Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich” (1 
Sam. 2:7). So our money is God’s; but 
he lets us use it, and it should be used 
according to his. will. What about it? 
Do you spend most of it for your 
own things and give the Lord a tiny 
bit? 

And our time. Even our time belongs 
to God; but we forget that, don’t we? 
We go here and there, do this and that 
and the other thing that we want to do, 
and then are too tired to go to church or 
Sunday school., 

I think you will agree with me that we 
are very poor stewards. Don’t you think 
we can turn over a new leaf, and use 
God’s things faithfully?. I know we can, 
if we ask God to take us and-all the 
things he has given us, and use them all 
for his glory. Let us-.do it! 


Mopesto, CaLir. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—Be prepared for 1941. 


Activity.—Build a stairway on the 
blackboard or a poster, with one step for 
each lesson of the past quarter. On each 
succeeding step indicate some point in the 
life- of Christ that will help the girls for 
the New Year. 

Chart Suggestions.—“Christ, the Coming 
One.” 

Memory Verse.—“A goed name is rather 
to be chosen:than great riches, and lov- 
ing: favour rather than silver and gold” 
(Prov., 22:1). 











Reapy ! 


ERY beautifully God uses the most 
commonplace things to illustrate 
how! we may glorify him. Did you ever 
realize that even such a humble gar- 
ment as a girdle may be worn to his 


glory? “And thou shalt make for them 
girdles, . . . for glory and for beauty” « 
(Exod. 28:40). 


Girdles, in Bible days, were worn over 
the long loose robes of men and women 
alike. These girdles were made of 
leather (Matt. 3:4), linen (Jer. 13:1); 
or silk, and were often hand-embroid-" 
ered (Exod. 28:39), or gorgeously trim- 
med. with jewels or gold (Dan. 10:5). 
As the loose garments were in the way 
when people wanted to move rapidly, 
they would tighten the girdle and get 
ready for action: ready to serve (Lev. 
8:13, 14), ready to travel (Exod. 12: 
11), ready to run (1 Kings 18:46), and 
ready to conquer (Psa. 45:3) 

How did the girdle help to prepare 
the wearer for action? It gave support 
to the body (Psa. 18:32). If the gar- 
ment were too loose, the wearer would 
feel relaxed and indolent. If it were 
too stiff, or tight, the wearer would feel 
hampered and uncomfortable. To be 
properly fitted, a girdle must give free- 
dom of movement (isa. 11:5). 

“Let your loins be girded about,” 
said the Lord Jesus as he was telling 
his disciples, directly and by parable, 
that they must always be ready to 
glorify him, for some day he was com- 
ing to earth again, and he would want 
to find them faithful. 

“Be girded,” is his message to us to- 
day,— with our bodies alert and ready 
for action (Eph. 6:14), and our’ minds 
under Heaven’s control (1 Pet. 1:13). 


“Licnts BuRNING!” 

“And your lights burning,” continued 
Jesus in this message preserved for us. 
What lights? “The light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 

Never be afraid of burning out for 
the Lord. John the Baptist “was a burn- 
ing and a shining light” (John 5:35),. 
willing and ready to decrease in. order 
that the radiance of his Lord, through 
his life, might be increased’/(John 3:30). 























Lesson for December 29 


“There were many lights in the upper 
chamber, where they were gathered to- 
gether” for prayer (Acts 20:8). Can 
folks tell from your conduct that .you 
keep “lights” in the prayer place of 
your life? (Matt, 6:6.) : 


RESOLUTION TIME! 


Let us look back upon our lessons 
about the certainty and beauty of the 
Lord Jesus, and then let us look ahead 
to future opportunities to live for him. 

(If you are using the stairway men- 
tioned in “Activity,” you might write 
the following numbered phrases, or 
others of the girls’ choosing, on the 
various steps. A copy of the questions 
below may be given to each girl for her 
own personal study.) 

1.. Foundation knowledge (2 Cor. 10: 
12; Heb, 2:9). What have you learned 
this quarter about the certainty and 
beauty of Jesus Christ? 

2. Right beginnings (Eccles. 12:1). 
Are you including a balance of work 
and recreation, intellectual growth, and 
.neighborly usefulness in your program 
for 1941? 

3. Personal presentation (Exod. 34:2). 
Have you made a new and definite sur- 
render to the Lord of every asset and 
ability, and of every handicap as well? 

4: Clean habits (Eph. 5:25b, 26). Do 
you laugh lightly over shattered “reso- 
lutions,” or do you confess your failures 
to God, who will always “clean the 
slate” and give you a new start? (1 
John 1:9.) 

5. “Accepted” —a wonder-fact (2 Cor. 
5:9). Are you really planning your 
“Jabours” and your pastimes so that all 
you do may be “accepted of him”? 

6. Love for enemies (Acts 7:60). Are 
you conscious of an enemy? If so, what 
is your heart-attitude toward that one? 
€1 John 4:20, 21.) Girls, you need never 
compromise with evil persons in order 
to keep the Golden Rule. Love for 
enemies does not include compromise 
(Prov. 4:14; 13:20; 22:1). 

7. Concern for sufferers (Phil. 2:25- 
30). Do the hurts of others touch your 
own heart? 

8.-The Gospel! Believe it! (2 Chron. 
20:20.) How would you tell of the Gos- 
pel so that others might believe it to 
be true? (2 Tim. 1:8-10.) 

9. Lose self! Gain Christ! (Phil. 3: 
7.) Would you agree with this recent 
conclusion of a young girl: You don’t 
have to give up bad habits and desires 
when you become a Christian, because 
these things seem automatically to give 
you -up when Christ fills your life”? 
(Col. 3: 1-3.) 

10. My neighborliness (Prov. 27:10). 
Are you a neighbor whom folks would 
love to live and work beside? 

11. My Heavenly Father (Gal. 4:6). 
Have you included time for conversation 
with God in your daily schedule for 
1941? (Acts 20:8.) 

12. My Saviour (1/John 4:14). The 
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kindest thing the Lord ever did was to 
send the Saviour from Heaven to earth 
to bridge the gulf between God and 
man. Are you aware that he did this 
for you? (Titus 3:4-8.) 

13. My Lord (John 20:28; Ezek. 48: 
35). .Girls, are you indifferent toward 
the fact that Christ is coming to earth 
again, or does it thrill you with antici- 
pation? (Titus 2:13, 14.) Did you ever 
notice the name of the future home our 
Lord is preparing for us? “And the 
name of the city from that day shall be, 
THE LORD IS THERE.” 

May your New Year be one in which 
the Lord Jesus Christ is glorified through 
you! 

Next week we shall study the vital re- 
lationship between Jesus and our mis- 
fortunes. Believe Psalm 36:7, and. He- 
brews 4:15. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

4 


Whom Do the Jews Worship ? 
(Continued from the second page) 


Jews when he said: “If ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

. I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; 
but ye seek to kill me, because my word 
hath no place in you... 
Abraham’s children, ye would do the 
works of Abraham. But now ye seek to 
kill me, a man that hath told you the 
truth, which I have heard of God: ; this 
did not Abraham. . .. Which of you 
convinceth me of sin? And if I. say 
the truth, why do ye not believe me? 
He that is of God heareth God’s words: 
ye therefore hear them not, because ye 
are not of God” (John 8:24-47). 

And again he said:. “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me” (John 14: 
6).. It is impossible to enter into the 
presence of God save by him who is 
the way. Under the Law it was impos- 
sible to approach unto God in worship 
save through the high priest who entered 
into the Holy of holies with the blood 
of sacrifice; and now under grace the 
only possible access into God’s presence 
is through the new High Priest, him- 


. If ye were - 
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self the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world, 

Hear him again, as he says: “Vefily, 
verily; I say unto you, I am the door 
of the sheep. All that ever came before 
me are thieyes and robbers: but the 
sheep did not hear them. I am the door: 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go, in and out, and find 
pasture. The thief cometh not, but for 
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I 
am come that they might have life, and 
that ‘they might have it more abun- 
dantly. I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep” (John 10:7-11). 

How good it is to know that ‘through 
the Son of God.all who will may come! 
and that he said: “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37). 

The proof, as we have seen, is abun- 
dant that the Jew or the Gentile who 
fails to approach God through ‘his 
anointed Son fails utterly to worship 
God. “For the Father judgeth no man; 
but hath committed all judgment unto 
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the Son: that all men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the ‘Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son honour- 
eth not the Father which hath sent him” 
(John 5:22, 23). 

Here, then, is the way, and the only 
way, to God. It was a Hebrew writing 
to Hebrews that said: “Having there- 
fore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by 
a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that 
is to say, his flesh; and having an high 
priest over the house of God; let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith” (Heb. 10:19-22), Under law 
it was death to enter into the holiest 
for anyone but the high priest; but under 
grace it is death to remain outside. Yet 
in either case the way in is ‘appointed by 
God himself, and it is not without blood. 

This is the way. Walk ye in it. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1019) 
1. It is to have our thoughts held in sub- 
jection to revealed truth. 


2. The light is our testimony for Christ. 
We are to witness for him in a dark world. 


3. Our Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is coming again to reward his servants. 


4. Not to those who are waiting and 
watching for his return, but he will come 
unexpectedly, as a thief, to the careless and 
unwatchful. 


5. No, that is a secret known only to God. 


6. Any servant of God who uses what has 
been committed to him for the blessing of 
others. 


7. That the greater our privileges, the 
greater is our responsibility and we will be 
dealt with accordingly. 


8. No; some are unreal and will be mani- 
fested as such at last. 


9. Chastened, or disciplined of the Lord. 


10. We should be on the alert to reach all 
we possibly can with the Gospel message. 


Missionary Pioneering 
(Continued from second page) 


dentially came up and covered his tracks 
so that his pursuers could not follow 
farther, but his journey through the 
Gobi desert was at times without water 
and otherwise fearful. 

In Changwu (1927) Communists drove 
out the Swedish-American missionaries 
and damaged their property. . When 
the Communists left they put a placard 
on the mission gate, “Nobody believes 
in the Old Testament and few in the 
New !” 

In India is Miss Swanson, following 
in the steps of these named pioneers in 
Africa and China: In 1930 she went to 
the crime center of East Khandesh, 
where murders and rdbberies are com- 
mon and reptiles a constant menace. 
She is, with her assistants, evangelizing 
the villages. Others are working among 
the Bhutanese, a fine, enterprising. peo- 
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ple who speak the Tibetan language and 
who, when they become Christians in 
numbers, will be natural evangelistsfor 
much-prayed-for Tibet. In 1933 a young 
Christian brother, son of a pastor in the 
China mission, David Chou by name, 
was led by the Spirit to launch out by 
faith into missionary evangelism in far- 
away Kokonor. He came through the 
mountains from Laochokou and the Lord 
used ‘him to start old-time revivals. His 
principal ‘messages were confession of 
sin, cleansing through the blood, resti- 
tution, the infilling of the Spirit. Weep- 
ing congregations, which soon turned to 
rejoicing ones, were left behind as he 
turned homeward. 

Such are the stories in “Fifty Wonderful 
Years,” the jubilee report of the Scandi- 
navian-American missionary movement. 
We can only thank God for it. Also for the 
God-directed impulse which sent, a gen- 
eration or more ago; this Protestant ahd 
competent people from Sweden and Nor- 
way into our own Iand to fill the North- 
west, and there to constitute a Christian 
base for mission work abroad, as’ well 
as for good citizenship at home. 





The Vou, People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 5. I. What Am I Living For? 2 Pet. 
3:13-18. 


January 12. Il. How Big Is My World? Rom. 
1:14; 1 Cor. 4:7; Gal. 3:28; John 10:16, 


Sunday, December 29 


We Finish to Begin 
(Phil. 3:13-16) 





Mon.—A commission and _ fulfillment 
(Mark 16:15-20). 

Tues.—A new outlook (Luke 24:27-35). 

Wed.—A test and prediction (John 21:15- 
19). 

Thurs,—Continue to grow (2 Pet. 3:13-18). 

Fri.—A worthy finish (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

Sat.—Jesus, the author and finisher (Heb. 
12:1, 2). 











MONG the ancient Roman gods was 

one whose name was Janus, for 
whom our month of January is named. 
He was thought to be the god of door- 
ways and gateways, and soon became, 
therefore, the god of’ all beginnings. But 
representations of Janus were most -pe- 
culiar. They showed him with two 
faces, one where one might expect to 
find a face, looking forward. The other 
was on the back of his head, looking 
backward. Thus the Romans sought to 
convey the thought that each beginning 
has also a backward: view. 
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Our Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
this week comes just two days before 
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the: end of the year, iand, as our topic 
suggests, carries the thought of both fin- 
ishing and beginning. But while there 
is a«sense of having: finished and laid 
aside sométhing .as the old year goes 
out, our Scripture verses show us that 
the Christian is to regard the passing 
of the old year and the beginning of the 
new rather as the passing of a milestone 
than.the completion of a task. Paul 
uses, in these verses in Philippians 3, 
the simile of a runner running a race, 
and there are five important points em- 
phasized that should help us to enter the 
new year in the right way. 
we 


First. we find that the Christian runner 
will have a’ certain’ forgetfulness. It is 
not to be a complacent or self-satisfied 
forgetfulness of what has occurred in 
1940. Nor will it be an ungrateful for- 
getfulness of God’s goodness nor an un- 
mindful forgetfulness of the lessons 
learned. Rather it is that fixation of 
attention upon what is before that a, 
runner employs, when he passes object | 
after object in his race toward the goal. 
He is not unmindful that he has passed 
them, but he dees not. pause to look’ at 
them, or let his mind dwell upon 
thém. His whole energy is directed 
ahead. oe 

oe 


Then there is also a related thought 
that should characterize the Christian at 
the beginning of a new year. It is the 
reach, or the stretch forward, that we 
find in verse 13. It brings us the pic- 
ture of a runner, stretching out his hand 
and his body toward the goal, exerting 
every energy in the direction. toward 
which he is heading. 

The beginning of the new year should 
not find us easing up with any. satis- 
faction of what has been accomplished 
in 1940. If progress has been made, .as 
it should have been, it should encourage 
us only toward pressing on. If there 
have been failures, our contemplation 
of them should not be permitted to hold 
us back or to slacken our pace. 


se 


That there is.a goal is self-evident in 
this simile, that Paul uses. To the be- 
liever Paul points out in an earlier verse 
(v. 12) that it is that great purpose for 
which the Lord Jesus has laid hold upon 
us, the achieving of which is to be also 
our goal. Christ beheld his goal, — the 
salvation of you and me,—with joy 
(Heb. 12:2). To fulfill his purpose in 
saving us and keeping us should be our 
greatest joy. 

pr 

But not only is there a goal toward 
which the runner runs, giving him fix- 
ity of purpose,and definiteness of direc- 
tion. There is also a prize. Paul re- 
minds us elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:24) that 
not all who run receive the prize. Only 
the winners get this special reward. This 
should not deter us or discourage us. 











Lesson for December 99 


The reaching of the goal will bring a 
blessing utterly beyond the. power ‘of 
man to picture or imagine... And the fact 
that there <is a special prize for perse- 
verance and accomplishment:.should spur 
us on to even greater things for Christ. 
ve 

Finally, we learn that the Christian 
race. which Paul pictures is‘ an upward 
road. There is no low or mean objec- 
tive here}—no ordinary goal or prize, 
but a heavenly one. This fact should 
co-ordinate body, mind, and _ spirit 
toward winning the prize. “If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above” (Col. 3:1) reminds us 
that our actions are all to.be directed 
toward this high calling of God in Christ. 
“Set your affection on things above, and 
not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:2) 
tells us that our love and desire are to 
be centered on this high calling. “What- 
soever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things”. (Phil. 4:8) directs 
our thoughts to the high calling of God. 

Shall- we not then, in .1941, in the 
strength that comes from God alone, 
“stretch every nerve and press with 
vigor on,” realizing that although we do 
not know what the future holds, God is 
in the future, and will guide us surely 
and certainly into the fullness of his will 
for each of us? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Dame Christabel Pankhurst— 
Speaking Engagements 


A* ANNOUNCED in recent isspes of 
Tue SunpAy ScHoOoL Times, Christa- 
bel Pankhurst has written several fresh, 
challenging articles on the Lord’s Return 


which will be published in the Times’ 


during this winter. She was honored 
by King George V in being a Dame 
Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire. Dame Christabel is now in the 
United States, and has been asked to 
be one of the speakers at the great 
Founder’s Week Conference at the 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago in 
February. Meantime THE SunDAy SCHOOL 
Tres is glad to announce that she is 
open for speaking engagements before 
churches and other organizations, and 
she may be addressed in care of Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. She makes no 
fixed charge for such services, but gladly 
leaves that to be cared for by the free 
will offerings of the Lord’s people. 

The character of her work in such 
meetings is seen from the following 
letter that came from a Presbyterian 
minister in New York City: 

“We were very deeply impressed by 
the visit of Dame Christabel Pankhurst 
to our..Men’s Discussion Group. She 
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presented her subject with the skill of 
the highly trained legal mind and the 
devotion of the convinced follower of 
Christ. We have rarely had as interest- 
ing an evening. It might be -well to 
say that her learning is obvious. and 
her sense of history unusual. Her mas- 
tery of the Biblical material impressed 
us: all.. Whatever one’s views of the 
Second Coming of our Lord, he will find 
in-her presentation a stream of factual 
matter with which he must reckon.” 


ye 
Watch Night—1940 


VERY Christian should observe 

Watch Night this year as a special 
night of prayer for revival. In addition 
to. this being the Christian way to end 
the Old Year and to begin the New, the 
state of the world calls upon the friends 
of God and man to turn to united prayer 
for a mighty movement of the Spirit of 
God among us all. The world is welter- 
ing in her blood; multitudes are as sheep 
going to the slaughter; parents are be- 
reaved of their children, nations are in 
commotion. The Church of God has a 
definite responsibility to unite in seek- 
ing the face and help of God in such 
an hour as this. Therefore, let all who 
name the name of Christ keep Watch 
Night in the Christian way. 

The night of December 31, 1739, will 
ever be honored as the occasion for the 
greater manifestation of the ministry of 
the Spirit in what we call the Great 
Awakening. George Whitefield, the 
Wesleys, and about sixty others spent 
that night in prayer in the historic Fet- 
ter Lane Chapel, London. “About three 
o’clock in the morning,” wrote Wesley 
in his Journal, January 1, 1740, “the 
power of God came mightily upon us.” 
Whitefield mentions it as being “a Pen- 
tecostal season indeed.” The Church of 
God should be found at the place of 
prayer again at the end of this year. 

If exhortation, praise, and prayer have 
their balance in Watch Night services 
the time will be well spent. If, however, 
a program is wanted, we would suggest 
the following: The first hour might be 
spent in a public reception to the pastor 
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and his family. This will please the 
Lord who exhorts us to “esteem” min- 
isters “very highly in love for their 
work’s sake” (1 Thess. 5:13). Periods 
of thanksgiving, praise, prayer, and con- 
secration should follow. 

The reading of the great revival 
Psalms —44, 80, 85, 86, and 90,—with 
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comments on these, will not only give 
subjects for prayer to the people, but 
will add greatly to the spirit of prayer. 
How men of other days of spiritual de- 
clension prayed for the reappearance 
of a work of God will act as a great 
stimulus to united intercession. The 
prayers of Paul in Ephesians will also 
provide prayer material for the periods 
of intercession. 

Enlist the co-operation of your official 
and other members in making Watch 
Night a great time of reunion, fellow- 
ship, and prayer. An attractive poster 
in colors, featuring a church in moon- 
light and announcing both Watch Night 
and the Universal Week of Prayer (Jan. 
5-12), will be sent on application (in re- 
turn for postage) by the LEAGUE. Help 
place this call and the poster in the 
hands of local: ministers. .Join the 
League in prayer for God’s full pro- 
vision for the nation-wide distribution 
of the call and the poster.—The Great 
Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La- 
Salle St., Chicago. 

ve 


Making Review Sunday 
. Interesting 
(Continued. from page 1013) 


_ 5. Had the Lord Jesus worked in Caper- 


naum before going to Nazareth? 


6. Did the Lord Jesus always explain 
his parables? 


Al. Is the call: to follow Christ without 


sacrifice today? 
8. Was the Levite an ideal neighbor? 


9. Had the lawyer received thorough 
Jewish training? 


10. Is persevering prayer sometimes nec- 


essary? 

11. Was. the announcement of Christ’s 
birth first given to the rabbis? 

12. Did Luke write only one book of 


the Bible? 

ANSWERS —IN LUKE 
1. 2:42. 7. 9:61, 62. 
2. 3:15. 8. 10:32. 
3. 1:13. 9. 10:27. 
4. 7:6, %. 10. 11:8. 
5. 4:23. 11. 2:8, 10. 
6. 8:10. 12. Acts 1:1. 


Brief Answer 
Primary and Juniors 
Answer each question with a phrase 
or word, 
1.To whom did Luke dedicate his 
Gospel? 
2. What other book of the Bible did 
Luke write? 


3. How old was the boy Jesus when his 
parents took him to Jerusalem to 
the feast of the Passover? 

4. What was the theme of the preach- 
ing of John the Baptist? 

5. Where did the Lord Jesus usually 
go on the Sabbath Day? 

-6..Whom. did. .the .centurion .send to 
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Christ to ask for the healing of a 
. servant? 


. Whose son was raised from the dead? 


a 


8. How many classes of people are de- 


scribed in the parable of the 
sower? 


9. With what group of people were 
, James and John displeased on the 
way to Jerusalem? 


10. Who asked the Lord Jesus how. to 
dinherit eternal life? 


11. What did the disciples ask the Lord 
Jesus to teach them? 


12. In the parable given by the Lord 
Jesus what did one man ask of his 
friend? 


13. For what purpose had Joseph and 
Mary gone to Bethlehem? 


14. What lesson was taught by the par- 
able of the, master returning from 
a wedding? 


ANSWERS —IN LUKE 


Theophilus (1:3). 

Acts (Acts 1:1). 

Twelve (2:41, 42). 
Repentance (3:8). 

. Synagogue (4:16). 

Elders of the Jews (7:3). 
. Widow of Nain (7:1t1-14). 
. Four - (8:12-15). 

. Samaritans (9:52-54). 

. Lawyer (10:25). 

. To pray (11:1). 

. Three loaves (11:5). 

13. Taxation (2:4, 5). 

14. Watchfulness (12:36, 37). 


-_ 
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With the New Books 


The Presbyterian Conflict. By Edward 
H. Rian. (Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $2.) Every. serious student 
of recent church history ought to have 
this volume in his library. The value 
of the book is chiefly in its large col- 
lection of significant documents relating 
to the great controversy for the Chris- 
tian faith against Modernism, in which 
controversy Dr. J. Gresham Machen was 
the conspicuous leader. 

The author’s perspective in presenting 
detail is not faultless. Controversies, 
some of them useless, between Chris- 
tian brethren are given almost as much 
importance as the great issues of Mod- 
ernism, Indifferentism, and Inclusivism. 

An inadvertent error on page 211 
should be corrected. Arthur Perkins 
was not only suspended from the min- 
istry, but this rugged pioneer of difficult 
home mission fields was actually ex- 
communicated, barred from the Lord’s 
table for his courageous stand for the 
faith. 

Since Mr. Rian talis attention to the 
sad argument among defenders of the 
faith over the liquor question, many 
will feel that the particular resolution, 
the overwhelming defeat of which. by 
the Presbyterian Church of America 
(now the Orthodox — Presbyterian 
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Church) naturally and properly resulted 
in' some of the leading members with- 
drawing from the denomination, should 
have béen included. -It was as follows: 

. . we, the members of this Assembly, 
in the interests of making clear our ‘posi- 
tion on this particular matter which has 
occasioned the overture, namely the ques- 
tions of a Christian’s relation to the use of 
intoxicating beverages, and with no slightest 
intention of setting ourselves up in judg- 
ment on the conscience of any man where 
the Word of God has not bound him,. do 
desire to declare that we deem it wise to 
pursue the course of total abstinence; and 
furthermore, we lament the widespread ten- 
dency of the American people toward in- 
temperance, and we are unalterably op- 
posed to the modern saloon and the liquor 
traffic.in general, which, as now carried‘ on, 
is associated with and leads to sinful abuses, 
and is subversive of the general welfare of 
society. 

Mr. Rian has performed a great service 
in collecting and arranging materials 
of tremendous significance. This book 
ought to be a warning to Christians: in- 
clined toward intellectual and spiritual 
indolence. It was Indifferentism which 
accused Dr. Machen of a “bad spirit” 
when he set his face against Modernism. 
It was Indifferentism which opened the 
gates and held them open as Modernism 
took possession of a great foreign ‘mis- 
sionary agency. Mr. Rian makes it 
clear that it was Indifferentism which 
led‘to Inclusivism, and it was Inclusiv- 
ism which introduced Barthianism with 
Professor Brunner into the formerly or- 
thodox seminary at Princeton. It was 
Inclusivism which finally led a gtéat 
mission board to condone the idolatry 
of Shintoism under Japanese domination 
in Korea. 


Mary, A Christmas Poem. By T. E. P. 
Woods. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., .Grand Rapids, Mich., 75 cents.) 
How varying and deep and well-nigh 
unbearable must have been the emotions 
of Mary, the mother of our Lord! How 
wonderfully joyful, but also how. per- 
plexing and tragic was her life! Here 
in this book of 81 pages is set forth 
in verse the story of the Virgin Mary. 
In five sections the poem sets forth her 
doubt, her joy, her duty, her anguish, 
and her faith. It shows her as she was, 
wholly human, and not an object ‘of 
worship, but a sinner saved by faith 
in the One she first knew as her own 
Son, but whom she came to recognize 
as the Son of God and her Saviour. 


With God and Friends Each Day. 
Compiled by Frederick R. Daries. 
(Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., $1; 
to be had from the Author, 3610 Guil- 
ford Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.) An attrac- 
tive little book has been prepared that 
combines daily devotions with remem- 
brance of one’s friends, their birthdays, 
and anniversaries. There is a page dated 
for each day of the year, giving a. verse 
of Scripture (with a larger passage in- 
dicated for reading if there is time), 
a brief meditation on the, yerse, a short 
prayer, and a verse of a hymn to be 
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memorized. At the foot of each page 
are five lines for birthday autographs, 
or anniversary dates, which might well 
be included in the prayers for that par- 
ticular day. The book is of pocket size 
and bound in blue. cloth. 


A Child’s Garden of Verses. By Rob- 
ert Louis Stevenson—The Stery. of 
Little Black Sambo. By Helen Banner- 
man. (David McKay Co., Washington 
Square, Philadelphia, $1.50. each.) Here 
are two old favorites in an entirely new 
and moderri form, Eight of Stevenson’s 
beautiful poems for children are given 
here, with lovely colored illustrations, 
and melodies to fit each of the poems, 
In the other volume is the story of 
Little Black Sambo, told in large type 
and accompanied by brightly colored 
pictures. .The unusual feature of these 
books is that in the back of each is a 
pocket containing a double RCA Victor 
record. Stevenson’s verses have heen 
set to music by Helen Myers and they 
‘are sung by Josephine Therese,—so 
clearly that the children can understand 
every word. The adventures of Little 
Black Sambo are told by Helen Myers, 
with sound effects and incidental music, 
imitating the roar of the tigers and other 
things. In each of the records, the nar- 
rator speaks directly to the children, 
telling them when to turn the pages 
in the book and when to turn over the 
records. The illustrations in the “Gar- 
-den of Verses,” done by H. Willebeek le 
Mair, are particularly beautiful, and in 
keeping with the poems. The unusual 
combination of text, illustrations, and 
music in these books makes them espe- 
cially appropriate for Christmas gifts. 


The Denver Bible Institute 


OME readers of THE Sunpay SCHOOL 

Trmes will recall that, in its issue 
of May 6, 1933, the Tres noted the fact 
that the Denver Bible Institute had 
been omitted from a list of Bible Schools 
True to the Faith published in the Times 
of January 21, 1933. This omission was 
explained as having been made, not be- 
cause of any question as to the uncom- 
promising fidelity of the Denver Bible 
Institute to the wholé Word of God, the 
blood Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and “the‘faith once delivered,” but be- 
cause “certain positions, policies, and 
emphases of the school in matters of 
administration and in dealing with its 
students have troubled many evangeli- 
cal and trustworthy pastors in Denver 
and elsewhere,—pastors and laymen 
who stand with the school in its doc- 
trinal teachings.” 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times now wel- 
comes the opportunity of assuring 
readers that those former practices and 
policies which injured the testimony of 
the Institute have been repudiated by 
the authorities of the school, and changes 
and corrections have been: made where 
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this. was deemed necessary: ‘The Den- 
ver Bible Institute is in good-standing 
teday with leading Fundamentalist pas- 
tors and Bible teachers, Some of the 
best of these in North America have 
conducted conferences recently at the 
Institute, and the present President of 
the Institute, Dr. C. Reuben Lindquist, 
a few months ago was made a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Colo- 
rado Fundamentals Association, in a 
meeting of fundamental pastors and lay- 
meén: called for this purpose in Denver 
by Dr. Paul Rood, -President of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Associ- 
ation. The Institute, also, was recently 
received into membership of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association. 
-TuHe Sunpay ScHoot TimeEs_ heartily 
welcomes the privilege of commending 
to the confidence and fellowship ‘of its 
readers the Denver Bible Institute. 





3 Children at Home 
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I was wearing my first rubber boots 
all lined with yred flannel, and I gat 
there very proud, as the other children 
crowded around to say good-by. 

“Don’t forget to brush your teeth, an’ 
wash: behind your ears,” was Mother’s 
good-by to me. 

The next morning I went to the sap 
works, a great grove of sugar maples on 
a hillside, with Betty and Benny, the 
Graves twins, who were just about my 
age. 

The day before, Jabez had bored auger 
holes in every tree and fixed spiles in 
them, little troughs made from the yel- 
low wood of split staghorn sumac 
branches with the pith punched out of 
them. Through these the sap flowed 
out of the trees as through spigots; and 
dropped into blunt-ended sap troughs 
hollowed out of maple or white pine 
logs with an adze, each one holding 
about a gallon. As soon as these were 
filled with the sweet, fragrant sap they 
were poured into big, wooden sap pails, 
scattered here and there among the 





Old Ann Stories 
XV. Maple Sugar 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HERE had been a snowfall in late 

March. The snow, though deep, was 
so soft that my high sled, the Lady 
Jane, which my Daddy had when he 
was a little boy, went slowly down the 
Orchard Hill, and his big sled, Old 
Bluey, with a long, thick stick instead 
of a rope, stuck fast, ten feet from the 
top of the hill. 

“It’s a saprsnow,” said Old Ann when 
I came in. q i 

The next day was warm and sunny 
and the snow began to melt and there 
was a soft haze in the sky, through 
which the sun showed like a great sil- 
ver moon and the edge of the world was 
all opal and dove-color. 

I came running back from the orchard. 

“Sap’s runnin’,” I-shouted to Old Ann. 

“How do you know?” she asked. 

“I saw a red squirrel in a maple tree 
an’ he was drinkin’ sap out of a bite 
he’d made on a branch,” I panted. 

“We'll go next week,” announced Old 
Ann. 

All that year she had promised me 
that when sap began to run, her brother, 
Jabez Swann, would take me sugarin’ 
over in the Quarter, where he owned her 
grandfather’s farm. 

On a Monday morning he came for 
me, in a light cutter with a big buffalo 
robe and a ring of jingling bells around 
the neck of big Bashaw, the black pacer, 
of whom he was very proud. 

Mother gave me a chocolate cake that 
Ann had made, to give Mrs. Swann, and 
tucked me in with a little satchel be- 
side me, that held among other things 
my long, red flannel nightie, 





The Sunday School Times 
As a Christmas Gift 


Aren’t there several of your 
friends to whom the Times 
would mean much every week? 
Some of your teacher friends, or 
officers in the school, or those 
far-away missionary friends who 
are so glad to have this “home- 
land” magazine. 


The regular rate is $2.25 a year. 
In clubs of 5 or more the rate is 
$1.75 for each subscription. For 
foreign subscriptions add 50c for 
postage; for Canadian subscrip- 
tions add 25c for postage. 

Your order sent now will be 
held for Christmas delivery, to 
begin with the issue indicated by 
you on the coupon below. Just 
fill this in, and write the names 
and addresses on a_ separate 
sheet. 
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The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Gentlemen: 

I enclose $.......... SOF chiirmdasire ss 
subscriptions to THe Sunpay ScHoon 
Times, to be sent to the names and 
addresses on the accompanying 
sheet. 

O Please mail a Christmas card to 
each, with my name signed. 

O Please send me . .. Christmas 
cards, for mailing to these names. 

O Please begin these subscriptions 
with the issue of 


Name 


Address 
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grove. Each of these when full was 
emptied into the sap kettle, an enor- 
mous iron pot some three feet deep, 
hung to an iron bar over a blazing fire 
of hardwood logs in the sap house, a 
little cabin built of logs, and roofed 
with slabs of birchbark. 

It was the duty of us children to stir 
and stir and stir the sap with long sticks 
of spicewood. If it started to boil over 
we poured in more cold sap, and we 
took turns in stirring and putting wood 
on the fire and pouring in more sap, as 
the kettle boiled down. 

Toward evening the boiling, bubbling 
sap became thick and syrupy and gave 
out a delicious smell. 

Just as it became dark Jabez came 
in to look at it. 

“It’s done,” he said, and everybody 
shouted. ; 

Then: he ladled out some of the bub- 
bling syrup into yellow crockery saucers 
and gave each child a wooden spoon. 

“Stir,” he said, and we stirred and 
stirred for dear life. Slowly the syrup 
turned into warm, soft, white, maple 
sugar. Then Jabez poured ladles of 
the hot syrup out in the snow and it 
turned into sheets of maple taffy. 

Then Mrs. Swann poured shelled but- 
ternuts over our saucers of hot maple 
sugar and we ate and ate and ate. My, 
my how good that was! How I wish 
that I could taste some now! 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 
, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 23 to 29 


Mon.—Luke 12:35-40. “Be Ye Also Ready.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Loins... girded 
. lights burning.” The word “loins” 
sometimes relates to the whole man 
(Job 31:20; Psa. 66:11). Readiness and 
restraint are its predominant ideas. 
Whatever hinders progress toward, and 
labors for the Lord must be taken care 
of instantly and fully. “Lights burning,” 
is just another way of emphasizing the 
necessity for bright and shining testi- 
monies that are coupled with a good 
life. Are you personally prepared unto 
every good work? Pray for the Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible. 
Tues.—Luke 12:41-48. The Faithful Steward. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Faithful and 
wise steward.” Marks of faithfulness 
and wisdom are as numerous as our 
words and deeds. What we do and say 
tell perfectly how we take and fulfill 
our responsibilities. Habitual faithful- 
ness to trust is the badge of a faithful 
steward. What a man begins to “say 
in his heart,” sooner or later he will 
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manifest in thoughts and deeds. Beware 
of the first beginnings of disobedience 
to Christ. Pray for American Tract 
Society, New York. 
Wed.—Luke 16:1-12. 
Faithfulness in Little Things. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Faithful in that 
which is least.” Little sins dre deadly. 
Little neglects lead to great trans- 
gressions. As snakes are usually found 
in pairs, so great and small evils are 
coupled together. Trifling actions and 
daily detours into pleasant sins have dis- 
astrous effects on character and practice. 
As lead poisoning is slow but sure, so 
little evils ruin spiritual or moral health 
as surely as effect follows cause. Pray 


for Westervelt Homes, Batesburg, S. C._ 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 4:1-5. 
Faithfulness Required. 


Prayer SuacesTions: “It is required 
in stewards, that a man be found faith- 
ful.” Ministers are stewards of God 
(Titus 1:7). Possessors of this world’s 
goods are also “stewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). 
Whether “stewards of the mysteries of 
God,” or custodians of our Lord’s money, 
let us be faithful. The Lord will bring 
to light the hidden things. Will you 
then have his commendation? Pray for 
American Scripture Gift Mission, Phila- 
delphia. 

Fri.—James 1:2-8. A Man of Faith. 

PraYeR .SuccesTions: “Ask in faith, 
nothing wavering.” Hope in God pre- 
cedes faith. The use of hope is to set 
our eyes upon the God of our salva- 
tion, the Author of our blessings. Faith, 
because of good hope through grace, 
takes hold of God for the things prom- 
ised in his Word. A man who hopes in 
God, when his case is desperate, believes 
God. He knows things will turn out 
just as God has said. Pray for The In- 
ter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, To- 
ronto and Chicago. 

Sat.—Hebrews 11:1-10. Heroes of Faith. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “A good report. 
Through faith.” The Elders before the 
flood, and the Patriarchs that followed 
after it, and a multitude of others not 
listed among the “heroes of faith” 
trusted God for good things yet to be 
bestowed upon them. Without us they 
cannot be made perfect. So let us also 
in our day and generation believe God. 
Trust him for the things promised. God 
can make our lives sublime. Pray for 
the League of Evangelical Students. 
Sun.—Revelation 2:8-11. The Crown of Life. 

PrayYER SuccEsTIons: “I will give thee 
a crown of life.” God reserves particu- 
lar honors for particular saints. Mar- 
tyrs who have paid the supreme sacri- 
fice in faith in love for Christ’s atoning 
death have honors befitting their sac- 
rifice. Sacrifices vary in value. If lit- 
tle sufferings bring great honors from 
God, the reward of supreme sacrifice 
will be relatively greater. Pray for Im- 
manuel Mission to Seamen, Berkeley, 
Calif. 


(Lesson for Dec. 29) Dec. 14, 1940 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoo, Times sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 


At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Tres notified its Canadian Club 


‘Secretaries to collect the usual chib sub- 


scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Trves 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 
This plan avoided the necessity of collect- 
ing differing amounts from the members of 
their clubs. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Tres bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has. been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 


to follow. 
Christian Youth 





Christian Youth is published Mes*.© 
weekly at the following ratés, in the (© 


United States arid Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 
$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 
68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteentb Streét, Philadelphia, Pa. 


* 


$s; 


Pi} 


nt 


i 


GTP avnors 








